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Statement 

Statement from UW System President Tommy Thompson on 
UW-Madison mitigation steps 
 

MADISON, Wis.—University of Wisconsin System President Tommy Thompson today issued this statement: 

“I support the additional mitigation steps announced by Chancellor Blank today. These steps are not unlike 
those employed by other universities around the country. Students will remain on campus, as 
recommended by health experts, and UW-Madison will take a two-week period to deliver all courses online, 
halting in-class delivery out of an abundance of caution.   

We will continue to remain in close contact with officials at UW-Madison along with local, state and national 
health experts. Students, faculty and staff must be vigilant to combat this virus. These tactics have proven 
effective at other universities. Our hospitals have not experienced significant surge or strain. Our substantial 
testing has generated positive tests. This is not a surprise. Chancellor Blank and the Smart Restart team 
continue to take immediate steps, informed by data, to contain the spread. 

Finally, it is important to note that each of our universities faces different circumstances and we continue to 
monitor their situations daily. At this time, the other 12 universities are continuing to operate as expected.” 

 

 – END –  

 
The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 170,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees 
annually, the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state 
UW System graduates stay in Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 return on 
state investment. UW System universities also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and economy with 
groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy. 
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