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MMR and varicella vaccination campaign complete at Fort McCoy 
Public health, security top priorities for Operation Allies Welcome 

 
FORT McCOY, Wis. – The Operation Allies Welcome (OAW) team from Task Force McCoy 
conducted a vaccination campaign to administer vaccinations for measles, mumps, and rubella 
and varicella (chickenpox) that vaccinated over 97% of Afghan guests on the installation. OAW 
is the coordinated effort across the federal government to support vulnerable Afghans, including 
those who worked alongside the United States in Afghanistan for the past two decades.  
 
The vaccination campaign began Sept. 16 and concluded Sept. 21. Arriving Afghans are 
required to get vaccinated for measles, COVID-19, and other diseases as a condition of their 
humanitarian parole, unless a medical provider determines they are not able to receive these 
immunizations.  
 
“Effective public health policies and practices, as prescribed by the CDC, are a cornerstone of 
the interagency work being done here at Fort McCoy,” Angie Salazar, federal coordinator for the 
Department of Homeland Security, the lead federal agency for OAW. “The mass vaccination 
campaign is a perfect example of how we are coming together in a whole-of-government 
approach to protect our guests and ultimately the U.S. population.” 
 
“I’m proud of the entire Fort McCoy team that has come together to protect our Afghan guests 
and the public at large,” said Maj. Gen. Darrell Guthrie, senior DoD mission commander of Task 
Force McCoy. “The cooperation with the vaccination program among the Afghan population is 
very encouraging. Young and old, our guests have been very supportive of this effort.” 
 
Guthrie is also the senior commander at Fort McCoy, and the commander of the 88th 
Readiness Division, dual headquartered at Fort Snelling, Minn., and Fort McCoy. 
 
Skye Justice, team lead for the Department of State at for Task Force McCoy said, “After 
completing the immigration process, which includes these vaccinations, Afghan guests at Fort 
McCoy will be resettled in communities across the country.  More than 200 resettlement 
partners nationwide are working with local communities to map out resources and support.  
Individuals can sign up to help this nationwide effort by connecting to www.welcome.us” 
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The Department of Defense, supporting DHS, is is temporarily providing medical screening, 
transportation, lodging and general support at eight DoD installations for Afghan special 
immigrant visa applicants, their families, and other Afghan personnel. All of these individuals 
have gone through a multi-layer screening and vetting process involving biometric and 
biographic screenings conducted by intelligence, law enforcement, and counterterrorism 
professionals from the Departments of Homeland Security and Defense as well as the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), and additional 
Intelligence Community (IC) partners before the Afghan evacuees are permitted entry into the 
United States. 
 
This initiative follows through on America’s commitment to Afghan citizens who have helped the 
United States - providing essential support at secure locations, where these Afghan citizens and 
their families can safely complete the necessary steps for residing in the United States. 
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