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BRIDGE THE DIVIDE APPEAL TO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

CEDARBURG, WISCONSIN (March 21, 2022) Cedarburg’s premier school district has a long

history of academic excellence and we are hopeful it will continue its commitment to excellence in all
areas. Curriculum is a matter of district policy and practice, and the lack of diversity in the Cedarburg
School District’s (CSD) curriculum and instructional materials has had a detrimental effect on its students
of color and deprives all students of educational opportunities. It is evident the District has failed to
demonstrate equal attention to the academic rigor of the subjects where texts and conversations about
diversity would be explored, which creates a culture of discrimination and unawareness.

We believe that CSD’s report of its investigation highlights some deficits: the curriculum
addresses diversity in ways that are minimal, outdated, and one-sided. Students are not exposed to
contemporary voices of authors of color and are without access to a wide variety of resources that offer a
current or holistic narrative. We believe that the curriculum is rooted in historical perspectives of cultural
groups and therefore treats some people groups as historical relics. For example, do we focus on the Civil
Rights movement for the Black American experience and omit connections to present day struggles? Do
we categorize Native Americans as primitive people, marginalized in the past but virtually non-existent in
today’s society?

We believe that our community values the diversity of races, ethnicities, languages, cultures,
author perspective and thought, we will continue to advocate for transparency and accountability in all
aspects of public-school curriculum. Bridge the Divide is a community group, unsponsored by and
unaffiliated with any political party, which affords us the opportunity to engage our community, students,
alumni, parents, and experts with a comprehensive lens. Since 2018, we have tried to partner with the
District  in racially literate dialogue and curricular review, with no meaningful response. We followed the
formal complaint process laid out by CSD, not in response to the more recent political winds blowing
terms and ideas meant to incite fear. We then appealed to the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for
their valuable, third party perspective. We have provided the requisite evidence directly to them and await
the results of their investigation.
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Learning about different races, ethnicities, and cultures gives students the chance to reflect on
their own identities and opens windows into the world. Insights from multiple perspectives deepens our
understanding of one another. We must lay the groundwork for students to become skillful in the
cross-cultural communications and teamwork that our diverse, global business and cultural institutions
desire. We have always maintained that this can be done in a way that neither leads to finger pointing nor
elevates one way of thinking as the only way to perceive the world. The District can elevate its
educational excellence by updating the curriculum to better facilitate the success of all our students. We
hope that Cedarburg School District will shed its superficial take on diversity and thoughtfully respond by
taking action so all students may thrive.

Attached: Bridge the Divide Complaint to Cedarburg School District
Investigation Report by Cedarburg School District
Bridge the Divide PI9 Appeal and PI8 Complaint to Department of Public Instruction

###

ABOUT BRIDGE THE DIVIDE:
Bridge The Divide  is a forum for discussion and action around racial reconciliation. We
fund scholarships, host racially literate podcasts, educational programming, newsletters,
community projects, and book studies to promote lasting, cross-cultural connections.
Our goal is to facilitate community conversations that launch joint, achievable,
sustainable solutions, especially in the North Shore suburbs and exurbs.
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