
FROM: Representatives David Crowley, Todd Novak, JoCasta Zamarripa, Ron Tussler, Christine 
Sinicki, Travis Tranel, Evan Goyke, Don Vruwink, LaKeisha Myers, Jason Fields, and Shelia 
Stubbs; Senators LaTonya Johnson, Kathleen Bernier, and Tim Carpenter  
              

 
Safe Roads Save Lives Legislation  

 
Reckless driving in the City of Milwaukee has become a deadly epidemic which justifies innovative 
and cost-effective action leveraging the existing efforts of law enforcement. Excessive speeding, 
red light running, and disregarded traffic rules has created unsafe roads throughout our city. It is 
an unprecedented challenge for the Milwaukee Police Department (MPD) who wholeheartedly 
support this legislation.  
 
As a community, we deserve to feel safe on our roads. Under current state law, police 
departments statewide are prohibited from using cameras to enforce traffic signals and 
stationary speed enforcement cameras to cite reckless drivers. In 2018 alone, there was 16,338 
crashes in Milwaukee including 51 fatal crashes. This represents the highest vehicle crash totals 
in over a decade, presenting a unique public safety challenge which exhausts existing law 
enforcement resources and threatens our neighborhoods.  
 
This bipartisan legislation will provide an essential tool which law enforcement will utilize in 
partnership with existing law enforcement efforts.   
 
Utilizing the existing technology of automated traffic enforcement will guarantee stricter 
enforcement of traffic laws, reduce the ongoing drain on police resources, and allow an over-
worked police department to focus on violent crime throughout the city. In addition to providing 
law enforcement with an essential tool, the technology will save lives of Wisconsinites and 
visitors alike.  
 
LRB-3994/P4 would create a five year pilot program for first class cities to use automated traffic 
enforcement technologies. These include both red-light and automated speed enforcement 
cameras. These systems will be placed, after a period of robust community engagement and 
notification, in high-risk intersections and highways as determined by MPD’s current crash and 
traffic data. 
 
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2569/P1, please contact Representative Crowley’s office at 
6-5580 or Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov by XXXXXX. 
 


