
From: Jeff Farina
To: Brian Zalewski
Subject: Mensah Crash
Date: Friday, December 06, 2019 7:24:05 PM

Captain Zalewski,
 
I submitted Mensah’s crash (19-29497) and requested a 1 day suspension, I know bad timing. He just
received a Letter of Reprimand in February.
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Wauwatosa Police Department 

 

In The Matter Of: 

 

To: Captain Brian Zalewski 

CC: Lieutenant Jeff Farina  

From: Sergeant Joseph Zientek 

Date: November 28, 2019 - Call # 19-29497 

Re: ON DUTY ACCIDENT INVOLVING P/O JOSEPH MENSAH  

Sir, 

 On Thursday, 11/28/19 at about 1520 hours, P/O Joseph Mensah called me by phone and informed me that he 
had been in a squad crash in the 3000 block of N 112 St. I responded to the scene to investigate. I found P/O Mensah’s 
unmarked squad (P238, bearing Wisconsin registration E6642) parked in the loading dock area of 3001 N 112 St, a 
business called New Threads of Hope.   

 I spoke with P/O Mensah.  He was aware of a retail theft a short time prior which involved a stolen vehicle, so 
P/O Mensah drove to the area of Meijer to look out for that vehicle.  P/O Mensah drove to 3001 N 112 St, which is 
across the street from Meijer, and was backing up under the shipping overhang when he struck part of the loading dock.  
I asked P/O Mensah how the crash happened.  He said he was alternating looking between his reverse camera and rear 
view mirror while in reverse and was possibly driving too fast, then hit the building.  P/O Mensah was not injured.     

 I examined the squad car for damage and found the rear bumper scratched and the trunk dented.  The trunk 
was still operational.  The squad struck a black rubber bumper inside the loading dock.  The loading dock was not 
damaged.  I did not observe any cameras in the area and there were no witnesses.  The business was closed at the time. 

 P/O Johnson responded and took digital photos of the damage.  I completed a short form accident report, a fleet 
crash report, and documented the squad damage book.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sergeant Joseph Zientek 
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