
On Thursday, May 9, Route 51 Host Shereen Siewert and Marathon County Public Library Media 

Specialist Dan Richter discussed their picks for the hottest beach reads for the upcoming season. 

These are the titles that made their list of “must-reads” for the summer and beyond: 

Dead Big Dawg, by Victoria Houston 

When the bodies of a wealthy Chicago industrialist and his wife are discovered in their summer home at 

the same time that a a local lawyer disappears and a Russian hacking operation is discovered in the 

northwoods of Wisconsin, life becomes complicated for Loon Lake Chief of Police Lew Ferris. This is the 

19th in the Loon Lake series. Release date: June 11 

Lock Every Door, by Riley Sager  

Riley Sager is the author of Final Girls and The Last Time I Lied. This time, the story is about an 

apartment sitter who finds a dark, possibly haunted history hidden beneath the gleaming façade of a 

historic New York City apartment building. Release date: July 2, 2019 

Cari Mora, by Thomas Harris 

Harris, the author of the Hannibal Lector series, will release his first book since 2006, this time about an 

immigrant named Cari Mora living in Miami and working as the caretaker of a grand estate. $25 million 

in gold is buried under the home, and Cari Mora becomes caught between two rival gangs who are both 

after the money. Release date: May 21 

Mrs. Everything, by Jennifer Weiner 

This book, by a popular author, follows the lives of two sisters growing up in the 50s and 60s whose lives 

went different ways – one into free love and counterculture and the other more traditional and straight-

laced. Neither is happy and wishes for change. Release date: June 11 

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous, by Ocean Vuong 

A debut novel by an award-winning poet that is semi-autographical, telling the story of a mother and 

son who are refugees from Vietnam. Vuong and his family were Vietnamese refugees who spent time in 

a Philippines refugee camp before moving to the U.S. as a boy. Release date: June 4 

City of Girls, by Elizabeth Gilbert 

By the author of Eat, Pray, Love, this fiction novel is set in 1940s New York City, where 19-year-old Vivian 

deals with all kinds of showbiz characters in the theater world from promiscuous showgirls to 

charismatic actors. Release date: June 4 

The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead 

This book looks at the black experience in America during the Jim Crow era in 1960s Florida, where a 

young man is put in the Nickel Academy. There, he is to be taught moral training, which consists of 

serious physical and sexual abuse. Whitehead’s last book, The Underground Railroad, won the National 

Book Award. Release date: July 16 

Recursion, by Blake Crouch 



This sci-fi thriller is about a police officer and a neuroscientist who work together to stop false memory 

syndrom from spreading and turning people mad. Release date: June 11 

How Not to Die Alone, by Richard Roper 

This debut novel by a former nonfiction editor is about a public health worker who must follow up with 

next of kin when someone dies. Due to tragedy in his own life, he’s told everyone he goes home every 

day to a loving family but doesn’t actually have one. Then, he falls in love but must decide how to deal 

with the lie he’s lived for years. Release date: May 28 

The Most Fun We Ever Had – Claire Lombardo 

This novel follows one family for more than 40 years: parents and four daughters, all of whom are vastly 

different. When a son given up for adoption resurfaces, it drastically changes the family dynamic. 

Release date: June 25 

The Bride Test, by Helen Hoang 

This romance is about a Vietnamese woman who falls for a man for autism, who says he can never 

return her affection. Called unique and quirky, this book has terrific characters with a great sense of 

writing. (on shelves now) 

Three Women, by Lisa Taddeo   

Critics are already calling this a "nonfiction literary masterpiece.” Over the course of eight years, Lisa 

Taddeo unveiled the lives (and desires) of three real women living in the United States. A housewife in 

Indiana, entrepreneur on the East Coast, and a high school student in North Dakota have revealing and 

all-too-relatable stories to tell. Release date: July 9 

The Golden Hour, by Beatriz Williams 

Journey back to the Bahamas in 1941, where a recently widowed woman named Lulu is reporting on the 

lives of the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. They have plenty of drama already, but there's even more 

when Lulu discovers the ugly truth behind the couple's marriage. During all of this, she falls in love with 

a man who vanishes. All in all, we're looking forward to this inevitable page-turner. Release date: July 9 

The Woman in the Window, by AJ Finn 

A.J. Finn's first novel is a modern reimagining of the 1954 film Rear Window. But it also has the similar 

kind of uneasiness found in Paula Hawkins's The Girl on the Train. The main character, Anna, is an 

agoraphobic who is afraid to leave her home. Out of boredom, she starts spying on her neighbors from 

the window of her three-story brownstone for entertainment. But then one day she sees something 

dangerous happening—and no one believes her when she reports it. As you thumb through this fast-

paced read, you'll find yourself questioning Anna's story, too. (on shelves now) 

Daisy Jones and the Six, by Taylor Jenkins Reid 

There's a reason why Taylor Jenkins Reid's 2019 buzzy novel was handpicked by Reese Witherspoon as 

her latest book club selection. If you're nostalgic for the days when high-octane rock 'n' roll ruled the 

world, you'll get your fix in this '70s-themed book. Reid weaves a tale about a fictional rock band that 



mirrors the story of Fleetwood Mac's rise to fame—and their breakup, as well as the pitfalls of stardom.  

(on shelves now) 

The Age of Light, by Whitney Scharer 

This epic novel follows a young model as she moves to Paris to become an artist during the Jazz Age and 

develops a romance with an older artist -- but it reaches far past that, as she goes on to document 

concentration camps during World War II as one of the first female war correspondents -- and on into 

her old age. (on shelves now) 

 


