
Gary Knowles’  - Getaway Sampler 
A selection of events loaded with Real Wisconsin Fun! 

Gary Knowles is the President of the Midwest Travel Journalists Association, a freelance travel writer, author of the 
“Gary’s Getaways” feature for the Journal & Topics Newspapers  serving 16 Chicago suburbs, and the author of The 
Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours . and recipient of the 2017 Wisconsin Governor’s Tourism 
Legacy Award.  Follow him at Twitter @TravelWisconsin and Instagram @OpenAir93 
  

2018 SAVE YOUR SUMMER GETAWAYS 
  
NOW – ALL SUMMER -- Say “Cheese” in Wisconsin State Parks 
“Who doesn’t love to take a good selfie? “ Wisconsin’s delightful Tourism Secretary, Stephanie 
Klett, asks rhetorically.  “We are thrilled to provide...Wisconsin State Park visitors an easy 
opportunity to snap a photo and share the beauty of our state…”   It seems nearly everyone 
loves “selfies” – the photos people take of themselves, in groups, with friends or celebrities, 
often at some landmark or interesting spot. Now the State of Wisconsin – always eager for a 
good close-up – is making it easier than ever to snap off a shot. The Department of Tourism has 
teamed up with the Department of Natural Resources to install fifty “Selfie Stands” at prime 
scenic locations in state parks. There are thirty stands up now with another twenty due for 
installation by the end of July. The stands are designed with smartphones in mind with platforms 
ready to hold any size or style of mobile device, allowing visitors to safely snap a photo in front 
of one of the park’s most popular views. For a list of Wisconsin State Parks with Selfie Stands 
visit  https://tinyurl.com/WISCONSINSELFIE Then snap a few and share your smiles using 
#ScenicWisconsin . 
  
Take Your Appetite to Iowa! - 99 Restaurants Await! 
Travelers love to eat where the locals eat. “They must know something…they live here!” is 
time-tested traveler’s wisdom.  Now the Iowa Tourism Office has “harvested” local knowledge to 
make it easy for travelers to discover the restaurants home folks love. The “99 Restaurants in 99 
Counties” project lists one very popular restaurant in each Iowa county. It turns out that Iowans 
like a very wide range of cuisine and some specialty dishes too. Some examples: at Cobble Hill 
Eatery and Dispensary in Cedar Rapids, the James Beard nominated Chef may serve you 
”Smoked Popcorn Grits,” while across the state at Twisted Tail in Beebeetown they say “you 
have to try the sweet potato fries sprinkled with powdered sugar and served with marshmallow 
dipping sauce.” The best advice in Mount Pleasant is to order the (huge) Award Winning “Pork 
Tenderloin” at the Famous Rock River Café overlooking the Skunk River. Up in Britt, home of 
the “Hobo Museum” they all head across the street to Mary Jo’s Hobo House for the “Hobo 
Philly” sandwich. That’s just for starters. You still have 95 more delicious discoveries to go!  
Visit https://tinyurl.com/EatIowa to study (or download) the whole list. Yummy  is just ahead! 
  
JUNE 29 – JULY  1  JULY 3-8 SUMMERFEST 
Summerfest – Milwaukee – June 27-July 1 and July 3-8, 2018 
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The World’s Largest Music Festival is back with a musical line-up that’s bigger and better than 
ever. This year’s fest welcomes over 1,000 musical acts, including Imagine Dragons, Dave 
Matthews Band, Blake Shelton and more. 414-273-2680; www.summerfest.com 
  
  
  
JUNE 29 & MORE, Get a Lavender Massage! Washington Island, Door County 
Door County insiders know  Washington Island has more than just neat rock beaches and tasty 
lawyers for lunch! (Yes, a “Lawyer” is a fish!) It’s home to Fragrant Isle Lavender Farm’s special 
“Lavender Massage!” Take a relaxing ride by ferry from the tip of Door County to the Island. 
Then head to Lavender Farm to unwind with a massage and a magnificent view. Reserve a 
premium 30 or 60 minute lavender massage with Fragrant Isle’s massage oil and a glass of 
Lavender Lemonade. Call ahead to reserve a time: PH: 920-847-2950  https://fragrantisle.com/ 
It’s $45 for a 30-minute massage and $75 for a 60-minute. Plan to pay in cash the day of your 
massage to the massage therapist.  2018 Massage Dates: 10-5PM each day: Jun 28, 2018 - 
Jun 29; Jul 12-13; Jul 19-21;Aug 2-3; Aug 16-17, Aug 30-31, 2018. 1350 Airport Rd. 
,Washington Island, WI 54246 This may be the highlight of your summer! 
  
29-30 Cruise into the Cool City Car Show & Cruise – Two Rivers, WI 
Bring your best wheels to one of the most spectacular car cruises and displays along beautiful 
Lake Michigan, June 29-30. The Friday evening drive begins lining up at 4PM with the cruise at 
6 pm at UW-Manitowoc. It rolls through Manitowoc, along Memorial Drive to downtown Two 
Rivers. More than 600 cars participated in 2017 and more are expected this year. Live music 
Friday night features “Out A Time”  in Two Rivers. There’ll be a special guest appearance from 
Ryan and Horny Mike from the History Channel show Counting Cars.  On Saturday some 100 
classic and collector cars will be on display from about 9AM to 2PM, with prizes awarded. The 
Car Cruise is free and the Saturday Car Show has a modest fee for display cars. Information: 
920-794-1482 https://tinyurl.com/COOLCARSHOW 
  
JUNE 29-30 Rope ‘em, Ride ‘em, Wrestle ‘em!  Midwestern Rodeo – Manawa 
Want to see a fantastic rodeo? Head for Manawa, in East Central Wisconsin June 28-30. It’s 
about 45 minutes east of Stevens Point or 45 minutes NW of Appleton. The Manawa Lions 
sponsor a Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Rodeo that attracts some 15,000 spectators each year 
and has been voted the best of its class on the Great Lakes Circuit.  There’s Bull and Bronc 
riding, Steer Wrestling, Team and Tie-Down Roping and Women's Barrel Racing. And of course 
there’s plenty of fun beyond that: pony rides, market vendors, free dances after the evening 
rodeo, a Chicken BBQ, a Saturday morning “Stampede 5K/10K run/walk” followed by a huge 
rodeo parade at 10am. Performances Thurs & Fri at 7:30pm, Sat at 2pm & 7:30pm. Point your 
cayuse – or mustang – at the Rodeo Grounds, Hoffmann Memorial Park, E5888 County Rd B, 
Manawa, WI 54949. PH: 800-747-6336 or 920-596-2005 www.manawarodeo.org/ 
  
JUNE 29- JULY 1  Independence Day Celebration – Elkhart Lake 
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A family event with music, children's games, food and fun. Fri evening music 8pm and fireworks 
9:30pm. Sat evening music 8pm-midnight. Sun parade 11:30am followed by live music 1-4pm. 
Fireman's Park and Beach on Elkhart Lake 411 S Lake Street - Elkhart Lake, WI 53020 
Information: 920-876-3788 https://www.elkhartlake.com/events/ 
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before 
heading to events. For more events- good sources: www.Wisconline.com, 
www.TravelWisconsin.com or http://hwy23events.wordpress.com  
  
BEFORE YOU GO:  Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before 
heading to events. For more events- good sources: www.Wisconline.com, 
www.TravelWisconsin.com or http://hwy23events.wordpress.com  
  
JUNE 30  Sip, Swirl & Savor Door County Wines – Sturgeon Bay 
Wine lovers know that you can taste the very enchanting flavor of Door County in the wines 
produced there. Don’t miss the opportunity to sample the pride of eight wineries on June 30, 
12:45 – 5:00PM at the third annual Door County Wine Fest in Martin Park in historic Sturgeon 
Bay. Savor unlimited tasting of award-winning Door County wines paired with complimentary 
cheese, and live music. Plan to stay an extra day or two in an award-winning bed and breakfast 
inn, see the maritime museum, explore pristine beaches, visit historic lighthouses, poke around 
a state park, and shop the boutiques and galleries that dot the trail all the way to Gil’s Rock on 
the tip of the peninsula. This is a getaway worthy of an enthusiastic toast! Cheers! 
www.doorcountywinefest.com/ or www.doorcounty.com PH: 1-800-527-3529 
  
JUNE 30- July 6 Race Week Regatta on Lake Superior in Bayfield 
8 races in all, US Sail Association judging, social gatherings, awards! Bayfield Race Week is the 
centerpiece of the AIS season: a week-long festival of sailing on the South Shore of Lake 
Superior. The event surrounds the 4th of July, and attracts boats and crews all points of the 
compass, including: Canada, Florida, Duluth, and the Twin Cities. 
Race week itself kicks-off on Sunday evening with registration.  Racing starts at 1100 each day, 
with multiple fleets. Depending on conditions, up to three races may be run in a day.Post race 
entertainment starts with the social at the Pavilion each night, with prizes, and continues on 
throughout the week. Around the Islands Race is on 6/30/18. It is the kick off to Race Week. No 
official races 7/1/2018. PH: 715-779-3419 
https://www.wyc.org/raceweek 
  
June 30- July 7 Cheer for the Cherry Fest! - Traverse City, Michigan 
Traverse City is the “Cherry Capital of the World” and the blossoms have bloomed! The National 
Cherry Festival is June 30 to July 7 and the celebration brings food, fun and entertainment to 
the whole area. The U.S. Navy Blue Angels perform free shows June 30 and July 1. Pat 
Benatar, Sheryl Crow, and Buddy Guy will make music; there will be three parades, daily 
cherry-themed markets, beer sampling, beach volleyball, wine tours, a Ferris Wheel, and Cherry 
Pie too! Details are at /www.cherryfestival.org/events. For Traverse City info  
www.traversecity.com or PH: 800-872-8377 
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JULY  
GOT FIREWORKS? (Everywhere!  Go to travelwisconsin.com for more) 
WE SELECT A FEW FIREWORKS DISPLAYS & INDEPENDENCE DAY 
CELEBRATIONS 
Northern WI 
Bayfield & La Pointe 
Don’t miss the chance to see the fireworks over the Great Lakes at Bayfield’s Fourth of July 
Festivities. Boating enthusiasts will love taking a cruise around the island and foodies will 
scoop up the opportunity to pick berries at local farms. And La Pointe’s parade on Madeline 
Island 10-11AM July 4  is a must-see. The Artsy, Creative and eclectic floats are always a hit! 
There are prizes for best displays (recycled tropies!) Don’t miss music by Big Top Chautauqua 
musicians at the Historic Museum.  This parade is one of the most unique and has been named 
“one of the best small town Fourth of July celebrations in the Nation!” 
Hudson – Fireworks Cruise on the Saint Croix River - The Fireworks display will dazzle you 
while cruising on the St. Croix River. July 1 and July 4 is dinner cruise with fireworks display 
from the Grand Duchess OR enjoy the Fireworks display only from the Afton Princess. 
https://stcroixrivercruises.com/  PH 651-436-8883 
Door County 
Egg Harbor's fireworks display over the bay (July 3rd) was voted the best in Door County. A 
lively Independence Day parade kicks off festivities on the Fourth. Other highlights include food, 
music and a performance by the UW-Madison Marching Band. 
  

Central WI 
Green Bay Boasting the biggest fireworks display north of Milwaukee, Fire Over the Fox is a 
daylong festival July 4 packed with a lineup of national acts, ceremonies and salutes, food and 
carnival rides. Don't miss the waterski show on the Fox River!  Festival begins at noon. 
Fireworks at dusk 
Wisconsin Dells 
Downtown Dells hosts one of the most spectacular displays in Wisconsin. Over 1,300 fireworks 
will be launched at this year’s Fireworks Extravaganza, July 4th at Dusk, downtow but the 
gigantic display will be visible from just about anywhere within the city limits. If you’re heading 
downtown, be sure to find your spot before dusk to enjoy on-site refreshments and activities for 
the whole family! 
Southern WI 
Milwaukee 
Milwaukee’s lakefront will be ablaze Jul 3, 2018. Dusk - approximately 9:30pm during the U.S. 
Bank Fireworks at the Lakefront at Veterans Park. Words of wisdom – come early for a prime 
spot and enjoy the Fireworks Kite Festival before the show. 
Mineral Point  - Mineral Point Historic District 
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Gettin’ the Lead Out Historic 2 & 5 Mile Run, parade, BBQ, music and fireworks! 2 & 5 Mile 
Historic Run (8AM) Parade (11 AM) Lunch in the park, Live Music, Ice Cream Social (6 PM) 
Band Concert (7PM) Fireworks at dusk! 
Mineral Point, WI 53565  Information: 608-987-3201 
Western WI 
La Crosse 
Farther west, La Crosse boasts Riverfest, a four-day (July 4-7)  festival along the Mississippi. 
Fireworks on the 4th. The celebration features hypnotists, local and big-name bands, kids shows 
with magic and comedy, and lots and lots of food. From giant inflatables to a Burger Bash, this 
event is chock full of unique family fun--there's even baby races! Where else can you see a pole 
vaulting competition, enjoy live music and eat a fried pickle on a stick all in the same day? 
  
JULY 1 – Riding the Wind – Big Top Chautauqua 
Original music, song-stories, and beautiful big-screen photography lead this musical history of 
Bayfield and the Island Environs, with secrets of Red Cliff and Old LaPointe. Take a journey 
with lighthouse keepers, Ojibwe, dreamers and schemers, voyageurs, fishermen, and more. 
Created in 1985 by Warren Nelson and Betty Ferris, this was the first show ever performed on 
the Big Top stage! Big Top Chautauqua, 2525 Ski Hill Rd - Bayfield, WI 54814 Information: 
715-373-5552 
  
JULY 3-8 SUMMERFEST (Continues!) 
Summerfest – Milwaukee – June 27-July 1 and July 3-8, 2018 
The World’s Largest Music Festival is back with a musical line-up that’s bigger and better than 
ever. This year’s fest welcomes over 1,000 musical acts, including Imagine Dragons, Dave 
Matthews Band, Blake Shelton and more. 414-273-2680; www.summerfest.com 8 
  
JULY 7-8 – Wisconsin Food Truck Festival – Kohler 
Imagine one location where 25+ food trucks gather from all over the state of Wisconsin. This is 
that place. Food Truck Festival is your event.As always this festival remains free and open to 
the public. PH: 920-287-3313 The Blind Horse Restaurant & Winery, 6018 Superior Avenue - 
Kohler, There will  be shuttle service once again due to limited parking. The shuttle will begin at 
10:30 am both days from Aurora Clinic parking lot 25th and Kohler Memorial Drive. Easy access 
off of Hwy 43 to Hwy 23 east then about 1/4 mile east to 25th street. Last shuttle of the day will 
leave our property at 5:30. https://www.theblindhorse.com/event/food-truck-festival/ 
  
July 12-14 – Bastille Days – Milwaukee 
The free four-day bash attracts over 250,000 visitors annually who enjoy live music, an 
international marketplace, chef and wine demos, French and Cajun cuisine, roaming busker 
entertainment and a signature 43-foot Eiffel Tower replica offering hourly light shows. Don’t miss 
“Sweet Crude” from New Orleans - performing Friday at 7:00PM 
East Town/Cathedral Square, Milwaukee, WI 53202, PH:414-271-1416 
Thur-Fri: 11am-Midnight; Sat: 10am-Midnight; Sun 11am-9pm. 
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JULY 12-14  Iola Old Car Show - Iola 
One of America’s largest Car Show and Swap Meet is held annually the 2nd weekend of July. 
Feature exhibit this year will be “Lights, Camera, Action!”.  Show cars 1990 and older will be 
classified as Post-War, Pre-War, Modified, Old Cars Young Drivers, All-Original and Blue 
Ribbon Concours. The show has 2200 show cars and 4,187 Swap Meet Spaces, Car Corral 
area with vehicles for sale. Great food and camping is available.  Daily Admission $15.00, 3 Day 
Pass is  $28.00, Age 12 and under are free. https://iolaoldcarshow.com/ 
  
July 12- 15 Fete de Marquette – Madison 
Located in the heart of Madison's east Isthmus, Fete offers 20 performances on 3 stages 
including “Dwayne Dopsie and the Zydeco Hellraisers” 
 8:45pm on Thursday and  “Sweet Crude” from New Orleans - performing Sat at 2:00 PM - 
games and activities for families, 14 local restaurants, an eclectic array of arts and crafts 
vendors, and plenty of great beer and wine! This event is free admission! Proceeds benefit the 
Wil-Mar Neighborhood Center’s programs and services. Central Park, 202 S Ingersoll St - 
Madison, PH: 608-257-4576    www.wil-mar.org/fete/ 
  
July 12-19 Green Bay Restaurant Week 
Experience cuisine that delights your palate and defines the art of dining in Greater Green Bay. 
Restaurant Week features discounted lunch and dinner prix fixe menus from the best 
restaurants in the county. PH: 888-867-3342 
https://gbrestaurantweek.com/ 
  
July 14 & 21  Big Top Does THE BEATLES! – Bayfield 
Corey Carlson and Severin Behnen lead the Blue Canvas Orchestra to bring the quintessential 
pop rock group of the 60s to the Big Top. No funny hairdos or outfits - just inspiring 
performances, arrangements, and instrumentation complete with string section. Sing along with 
favorites such as "Yesterday," "Let It Be," "I Am the Walrus," and "The Long and Winding 
Road." Tickets*: $22 adult / $11 youth Big Top Chautauqua 
32525 Ski Hill Rd - Bayfield, WI 54814  Information: 715-373-5552 www.bigtop.org 
  
  
July 14 Wild Ones Weekend – HD Museum - Milwaukee 
Come enjoy a Wild Ones Weekend and 10th anniversary of the Harley-Davidson Museum 
starting with Bike Night and ending with a real 1940’s Motorcycle Rally. See the Ives Brothers 
Wall of Death Ride (four performances during the day) The 16th Annual Knucklehead 
Company Reunion hosts an Antique Motorcycle Ride In Show and the AMCA Badger Heritage 
Chapter hosts authentic Motorcycle Field Games (slow race and plank ride). All this and more 
celebrating our motorcycle heritage with vintage style. Antique Motorcycle Ride In Show 
Classes: Stock Knucklehead, Custom Knucklehead, Sidevalve, Panhead, Shovelhead, Other 
Pre 1970 American Made. $20 entry per bike with proceeds going toward Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. Harley-Davidson Museum 
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400 Canal St - Milwaukee, WI 53201  Information: 877-436-8738 
www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/museum/explore/events/wild-ones-weekend.html 
  
JULY  14-15 Madison ART FAIR ON The Square 
The Madison Museum of Contemporary Art’s Art Fair on the Square is one of the Midwest's 
most popular and highly regarded outdoor celebrations of the arts. 2018 will mark the 60th 
anniversary of this enormous art fair, which features some 500 exhibiting artists, 40 food stands, 
3 entertainment stages, and a lively art-making tent aimed at families with young children. The 
Art Fair on the Square will feature a broad mix of paintings, prints, photographs, sculpture, 
jewelry, handmade clothing, and fine craft.The fair draws nearly 200,000 visitors and is the 
largest annual fundraising event for MMoCA, an admission-free contemporary art museum 
located in the heart of downtown Madison. https://tinyurl.com/ARTFAIRONSQUARE 
608.257.0158 
  
JULY  14-15 Madison ART FAIR OFF The Square 
The two day event is a showcase for some140 exclusively Wisconsin artists and craftspeople 
and includes food and unexpected, spontaneous happenings. The show features ceramics, art 
glass, painting, fiber, sculpture, jewelry, graphics, paper-making, photography, wood, and more. 
Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center 
1 John Nolen Dr - Madison, WI 53703 PH: 608-204-9129 Sat 9am-6pm; Sun 10am-5pm 
https://tinyurl.com/ARTOFFSQUARE 
  
July 15 – Bergstrom Mahler Museum Arts Fest – Neenah 
The Arts Festival brings together 4,000 people for a day of fine arts, great food, live music and 
children's activities. Purchase original art from more than 70 fine art and craftspeople from 
across the region. 10AM-4PM Bergstrom-Mahler Museum of Glass 165 N Park Ave - Neenah, 
PH: 920-751-4658 x304 
https://bmmglass.com/ 
  
July 15 –Maxwell Street Days –Cedarburg 
A Cedarburg Volunteer Fire Department tradition - You'll find more than 700 spaces filled with 
antiques, collectibles, crafts, produce, sports and rummage, plus food, beverages and music. 
Sunday, Sept 2 and Sun October 7 at Firemen's Park, Washington Ave – Cedarburg PH: 
262-377-8412 http://www.cedarburgfiredept.com/services/maxwell_street_days.htm 
  
  
  
  
July 19 – Arlo Guthrie – Big Top Chautauqua – Bayfield 
Arlo Guthrie is known across generations as a songwriter, social commentator, master 
storyteller, actor, and activist. The son of America's beloved singer/writer/ philosopher/artist 
Woody Guthrie, Arlo is an iconic folk music figure in his own right with a distinguished career 
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spanning over fifty years. He is known for the songs "The Alice's Restaurant Massacree," and 
"The City of New Orleans." Tickets*: $55 / 68 / 78 
Big Top Chautauqua, 32525 Ski Hill Rd - Bayfield, PH: 715-373-5552 bigtop.org 
  
July 19-21 – World Lumberjack Championship -  Hayward 
Come see the best chopping, sawing, climbing and rolling at the 59th annual Lumberjack World 
Championships. The competition  showcases over 21 events competing for world records in 
events ranging from men's and women's logrolling, to chopping, to the exciting pole climb. Over 
100 plus competitors' vie for more than $50,000 in prize money, making this one of the largest 
paybacks for lumberjack competition in the world. The Lumberjack Bowl, 15670 W County Road 
B - Hayward,  PH:715-634-2484  www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com 
  
JULY 19-22 Women's National Hot Air Balloon Championship - Waterford  
Come watch the magnificent and breathtaking views of hot air balloons floating in the summer 
skies of Waterford! Waterford Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting The Women's National 
Hot Air Balloon Championship, at our 8th Annual Balloonfest. You'll find a host of activities, 
including tethered rides, pilot meet-and-greet, arts and crafts fair, music, pancake breakfast and 
much more! This is a family event you will not want to miss!  Free admission. Festival lot 
parking: $10. The ballooning competition opens Thursday (July 19) and continues through 
Saturday.  Full Schedule (www.waterford.wi.org)   817 West Main Street, Evergreen Elementary 
School, WI Phone: 262-534-5911  4:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
  
July 19-22   WEATHERTECH® INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE RACES WITH BRIAN 
REDMAN PRESENTED BY HAWK – Elkhart Lake 
A mid-summer favorite, The WeatherTech® International Challenge with Brian Redman 
presented by HAWK is one of the largest vintage racing events in the United States and 
features over 400 cars competing in several groups. The four-day weekend will also showcase 
a historic CAN-AM race, which is the highlight of this year’s event as an impressive field of cars 
is expected to gather in celebration of CAN-AM’s 52nd Anniversary. In addition, a historic Trans 
Am feature and Formula 5000 anniversary event are planned. Road America, “America’’s 
Cathedral of Speed”  is just three miles south of Elkhart Lake on State Highway 67.  PH: 
800.365.7223 or visit RoadAmerica.com 
  
July 20 & 21 Concours de Elegance – Elkhart Lake 
Traditional race weekend event Concourse d' Elegance is a spectacular car show and 
competition held after The WeatherTech International Challenge with Brian Redman presented 
by HAWK ends for the day. On Friday evening, Vintage Race Cars parade into the Village of 
Elkhart Lake from Road America and line up to vie for the title of Best in Show. Don't miss the 
experience as cars roar into town from the track at approximately 5:30pm and return to the track 
around 9pm. Live entertainment with music and dancing under the stars. On Saturday evening, 
Vintage Street Cars are displayed on Lake Street. Siebkens Resort, 284 S Lake Street - Elkhart 
Lake, WI 53020 
PH: 920-876-2600 www.siebkens.com 
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July 20-22 Festa Italiana – Milwaukee 
Free carnival rides for all to enjoy. Take a romantic gondola ride, play a game of bocce ball, 
watch the Copa Festa Italiana Futsal tournament, partake in Italian Idol. Traditional Sunday 
Mass at 11am. Classic Italian fare and wine tastings, Kids Pizza Making Contest and annual 
Cannoli Eating Contest. Nightly fireworks. 414-223-2808 
www.travelwisconsin.com/events/fairs-festivals/festa-italiana-39989 
  
July 20-22 – American Driving Society Nat’l Preliminary Championship-Fitchburg 
Combined Driving is one of eight equine sports governed at the international level. We are 
pleased to host this preliminary championship at Hickory Knoll Farm. Spectators are welcome! 
Food and beverage will be available for purchase. Site is handicap accessible.  Friday: Driven 
Dressage in two rings.  Horses compete to master a required set of movements, which get more 
difficult as the levels rise form Training to Preliminary and Intermediate. Saturday: Marathon - 
Horse compete in a cross-country drive, a timed walk, and in a final phase, a speed trail over 
7km.  "obstacles" with lettered gates that have to be driven quickly to avoid time penalties. 
Spectator seating and tents for shade are provided at two of the Obstacles, but spectators can 
walk to all six. Sunday: Cones-Horse compete against the clock and each other to navigate a 
tight course laid out between cones with balls on top, trying to avoid dislodging any balls. The 
three different levels have different clearances to test the accuracy of the drivers. Hickory Knoll 
and Frostwood Farm, 1841 Caine Road - Fitchburg, PH: 608-835-7473 https://hickoryknoll.net/ 
  
July 20-22 Bay Days Fest – Ashland 
Music, bands, 1-mile, 5K & 10K fun run, Little Minnow Kids' Triathlon, Strongest Man on the Bay 
Contest, Amateur Dock Dog Jumping Contest, Pie-Eating Contest, Cardboard Boat Races, Bay 
Area Battle of the Bands, Karaoke Contest, Ashland's Got Talent, Baby Crawl, Toddler Run, Big 
Wheel Races, arts and crafts, food vendors and family fun! Bayview Park, US Highway 2 – 
PH:715-682-2500  www.ashlandbaydays.com/ 
  
July 20-22 World Championship Snowsmobile Watercross - Grantsburg 
42nd annual Oval & drag racing snowmobiles on open water. Rated one of the ten best races in 
the country by Sno-Goer Magazine. Fireworks, two bands, food & beverage booths…Racing 
portion of Watercross includes drag and oval racing over water including vintage snowmobiles. 
Sanctioned by International Watercross Association (IWA), the professional racing group. The 
Grantsburg Watercross is the "World Championship" race within the IWA racing circuit, and this 
race is known as the "Granddaddy of Them All" by top racers from the US and Canada. Over 
$20,000 in cash and trophies. Camping for tent, camper or motorhome is available. Memory 
Lake, Grantsburg, WI PH: 715-463-4269 https://grantsburgwatercross.com/ 
  
July 21 – Fish Day – Port Washington 
"The World's Largest Outdoor One-Day Fish Fry." Includes a huge parade, live music on five 
stages, arts and crafts show, car show, run/walk, and fireworks. 
10AM – 10:30PM PH: 262-284-0900  http://www.portfishday.com/index.php 
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July 21 – Baraboo Big Top Circus Parade 
Baraboo’s Big Top Parade hits the streets of downtown for its 6th Anniversary parade starting at 
11:00 am, featuring wagons from Circus World’s collection and honoring Baraboo’s rich Circus 
Heritage home to the Ringling Bros. World’s Greatest Shows, the John Robinson Circus, the 
Gollmar Bros. Circus, the Adam Forepaugh & Sells Bros. Enormous United Shows, the Hodgini 
Bros. Combined Railroad Shows, The Fun on the Farm Circus, and Wilbur W. Deppe’s Classic 
Country Circus. A special post parade admission price to Circus World of $5 awaits in honor of 
the 6th Anniversary of this amazing community event! Downtown Baraboo, Baraboo, WI PH: 
608-356-8333  
http://bigtopparade.com/ 
  
July 21 – Wine and Cheese with the Alpacas 
Enjoy an evening of tasting 6-7 different South American wines and food pairings.  Listen/dance 
to live acoustic music, learn about the wines, and interact with our friendly and adorable 
alpacas.  Take selfies and photos.  Shop at Alpaca Threads store.  Tickets are $20 -limited to 
60 total.  Must be 21 to attend.  Price increases to $25 five days prior.  Purchase tickets at 
920-793-4165  https://www.londondairyalpacas.com/ 
  
JULY 21 – Family Goat Yoga – Near Burlington 
A trend that's hitting the nation! Use the practice of yoga to connect and celebrate with breathing 
techniques, partner poses, song and guided meditation, all while in the friendly company of 
goats. A session is set for Saturday, July 21 at Oak Hollow Farm, 2208 Springwood Lane, rural 
Burlington. It's the perfect blend of fitness, laughter, family fun and relaxation. Please bring a 
mat or towel. Appropriate for children ages 3-12 and their playful adult(s). $25 per family (up to 
3), $10 for each additional person.  Feel free to bring your camera to take pictures with the 
goats after your session. You may also purchase goat's milk soap and bath products along with 
organic, pasture raised eggs and meat. This is held on a private farm. Sessions will be outside 
in grassy baby goat pens, tucked away in the scenic woods. PH: (262) 492-4010 
https://www.facebook.com/events/192027748099484/ 
  
July 21-22 Milwaukee Air & Water Show 
Milwaukee's largest free event - supports countywide efforts to promote the Lakefront as well as 
the new and improved Bradford Beach. PH: 414-482-2069 
Features “The Thunderbirds” Sat & Sun at 10AM & 4PM 
https://milwaukeeairshow.com/ 
  
July 21-22 Bayfield Festival of the Arts 
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65 artists from throughout the Midwest will gather for Bayfield’s annual Festival of Arts and 
Gallery Tour. This juried arts & crafts show is held on the scenic shores of Lake 
Superior.Visitors will find a unique selection of pottery, painting, jewelry, sculpture, glass works, 
wood carvings, photography and more. Bayfield artists will welcome visitors to their studios and 
galleries throughout the weekend, with open houses, demonstrations, and special sales as part 
of a gallery tour. All events are free and open to the public. Memorial Park, 15 Front Street – 
Bayfield PH: 715-779-3335 www.bayfield.org 
  
  
  
  
JULY 23-29 EAA AIRVENTURE 
The 66th annual Experimental Aircraft Association fly-in convention, known as “The World’s 
Greatest Aviation Celebration,” is July 23-29. The centennial year of the Royal Air Force will be 
commemorated with historic aircraft, flyovers, and special programming during EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh at Wittman Regional Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. The aircraft on display on the 
showcase Boeing Plaza and flying during the air show will include an array of World War I and 
World War II aircraft, some of the early fighter jets as announced previously in the Classic Jets 
gathering, and modern RAF aircraft. Those aircraft will include those in British markings as well 
as those from Commonwealth nations such as Canada. 1-800-JOIN-EAA (1-800-564-6322) or 
visit www.eaa.org 
  
July 28 Amish Quilt & Consignment Auction – Albany 
Amish School House, Intersection of Hwy. 104 & Atkinson Rd. - Albany, WI 53502 
Starts at 9AM - Information: 608-897-8500 
  
JULY 28-29 Pro-Watercross National Tour – Racine  
Racine's North Beach, 100 Kewaunee St., hosts the ONLY Midwest stop for the Pro Watercross 
National Tour on Saturday and Sunday July 28-29. The Tour features the best personal 
watercraft teams in the world competing for cash prizes in racing and freestyle divisions. 
Spectator admission is free. Food and beverages will be available for purchase. 
http://www.prowatercross.com/racine/   PH: 262-884-6406 
  

AUGUST   
  
AUG  2-5 IMSA / CONTINENTAL ROAD RACE SHOWCASE 
The Continental Road Race Showcase takes over Road America’s 4-mile circuit for what will be 
the most incredible weekend of sports car racing in the world. Fans will get to see the 
Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge race on Saturday, with the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship event on Sunday plus races from the IMSA Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge USA all 
weekend. Fan activities include an open grid, autographs, tech talks, fan forums, car corrals, 
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and Tour de RA bike event. Road America, “America’’s Cathedral of Speed”  is just three miles 
south of Elkhart Lake on State Highway 67.  PH: 800.365.7223 or visit RoadAmerica.com 
  
Aug 2-12 Wisconsin State Fair-West Allis 
Wisconsin State Fair – West Allis – August 2-12, 2018 It isn’t summer without a trip to the 
Wisconsin State Fair. Experience agricultural life with a trip through the numerous animal barns. 
Hop on a ride in the amusement park and game area. Try new fair foods like deep-friend maple 
bacon cookie dough, Caribbean crepes or the classic Wisconsin cream puff. Thirty stages offer 
tons of live music, and this year includes Montgomery Gentry, Casting Crowns and Reba 
McEntire. 414-266-7000; www.wistatefair.com 
  
Aug 3-5 Soil Sisters – Monroe 
Put on your farmboots and get ready to get dirty at this celebration of Wisconsin farms and rural 
life. Numerous woman-owned farms are hosting dinners and culinary workshops in Green 
County. New this year, workshops will be held every day so you can learn more about 
incorporating farm fresh ingredients in meals. 
608-329-7056; http://soilsisters.wixsite.com/soilsisters 
  
  
AUG 3-5 Gallery Weekend in Mineral Point 
Immerse yourself in art, history, and Cornish Culture in charming Mineral Point. ARTS ON 
POINT celebrates the energy of Mineral Point art and artists on four weekends. family and 
friends to enjoy. The first weekends of April, June, August and December feature 22 art 
galleries and many unique shops with open hours extending into Friday and Saturday nights 
and Sunday afternoons  - this Driftless Area town of 2500 has more galleries per resident than 
Santa Fe! Restaurants and pubs offer a smorgasbord of dining specials, several venues offer 
live music, improv, films and entertainment with a festive feel in this architectural and historical 
gem of a Southwest Wisconsin town. All weekend you’ll find artists opening their galleries to 
visitors, antique and collectible stores, candy shop, coffee shops, specialty shops, restaurants, a 
brew pub, and special entertainment in the evenings. There’s a great farmers market on 
Saturday morning.  Make a reservation at a comfy inn and enjoy a casual weekend in a 
community that values creativity, architecture and laid back living. PH: 608-987-3201 
http://artsonpoint.com/about/ 
  
AUG 5 - The American Club Hotel Commemorates 100th Anniversary with Centennial 
Celebration - Kohler 
Kohler Co., one of America’s oldest and largest privately held companies and a leader in kitchen 
and bath plumbing products, will commemorate the 100th anniversary of The American Club 
with a (free) live concert featuring Grammy-award winning artist Amy Grant on August 5, and 
additional experiences throughout the year to honor the historic building. The grand celebration 
takes place on Sunday, August 5. The American Club – now a Forbes Five-Star and AAA 
Five-Diamond resort hotel – has a storied past dating back to 1918, when it was built as a 
dormitory for immigrant factory workers of the company. The stately Tudor-influenced red brick 
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landmark featuring a gabled blue slate roof and dormers, is an iconic testament to the American 
spirit and the company’s pursuit to preserve its links to the immigrant workers who first resided 
in the building. The renowned property is also recognized by both the Historic Hotels of America 
and National Register of Historic Places. Sunday, August 5, The front lawn of The American 
Club 444 Highland Drive, Kohler, WI 
WHEN: Sunday, August 5 
1:00 PM                     Parade through the Village of Kohler 
2:30 PM                     Speech by Herb Kohler on Front Lawn of The American Club 
3:00 PM                     Ice Cream Social and Activities -The American Club 
5:00 PM                     Eddie Butts Band on Front Lawn of The American Club 
8:00 PM                     Amy Grant Concert at Ravine Park (FREE No Admission) 
9:00 PM                     Fireworks Display over Ravine Park 
  
AUG 16-19 – OpenAir Classic XIII Tour - Manitowoc 
This convertible lovers’ auto tour features four days of topless cruising on some of Wisconsin’s 
finest and most scenic  country roads. It’s open to any convertible, any vintage, any make from 
any country. The grid is limited to about 200 cars, registration is in progress and it fills quickly. 
This year’s tour will be based in Manitowoc with tours cruising back roads and rural routes north 
and south along Lake Michigan, into the Kettle Moraine, visiting Kohler, Sheboygan, and 
lakeshore communities. A car “Concours” will be held at Road America on Aug. 18 and tour 
participants will do a Sunset Cruise on Road America. Registration ends Aug. 4th.  Request a 
registration form at info@OpenAirTours.com  www.openairtours.com or 262-922-4062 
  
Aug  16-19 – Irish Fest – Milwaukee 
Irish Fest – Milwaukee – August 16-19, 2018 The luck of the Irish is in Milwaukee for the world’s 
largest celebration of Celtic music and culture. There’s a cultural village and more than 100 
entertainers, including emerging international artists. Save room for lots of traditional fare like 
bridies, bangers and mash, and an Irish twist on the Wisconsin cream puff.  414-476-3378; 
www.irishfest.com 
  
AUG 24-26 – Mexican Fest – Milwaukee 
It’s three days of Mexican fun, food and culture at Milwaukee’s lakefront. Enjoy international 
dancing and music at the Cultural Pavilion or stroll through the marketplace for handmade crafts 
and yummy food. Save room for the Mexican bread “pan de feria,” baked by authentic Mexican 
bakers. 414-383-7066; www.mexicanfiesta.org 
  
AUG 23-25 The NASCAR XFINITY Series Johnsonville 180 – Road America 
The NASCAR XFINITY Series Johnsonville 180 weekend will feature incredible wheel-to-wheel 
and door-to-door racing from the NASCAR XFINITY Series, Stadium Super Truck Series and 
SCCA Pro Trans Am Series. Race fans will have the opportunity to watch some of NASCAR’s 
future stars as they test their skills on the storied 4-mile, 14-turn road circuit. Stadium SUPER 
Truck Series features identically prepared 650-horsepower trucks that are built to take flight. 
Being able to race on virtually any surface thrown at them, the Stadium SUPER Trucks will race 
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the front half of Road America, crossing between turns 5 and 13 The Stadium SUPER Truck 
races will feature four 36-inch tall aluminum ramps placed in strategic locations on the 
racecourse, allowing the trucks to fly 20 feet off the ground and hundreds of feet down the 
racecourse. Road America, “America’’s Cathedral of Speed”  is just three miles south of Elkhart 
Lake on State Highway 67.  PH: 800.365.7223 or visit RoadAmerica.com 
  
AUG 29-Sept 2 Harley-Davidson 115th Anniversary Celebration –Celebrate the iconic 
motorcycle manufacturer’s milestone anniversary during Labor Day weekend. Get your 
adrenaline pumping at the moto-carnival during the high wire motorcycle show and the thrilling 
Wall of Death. For the first time in over 100 years, watch bikes race along the shoreline of Lake 
Michigan during beach races. Get a taste of local food and music at neighborhood street 
parties. Don’t miss the ultimate H-D biker games as trained police officers and civilian riders test 
their riding skills. 
414-287-2789; www.harley-davidson.com 

  
SEPTEMBER 
  
SEPT 2 -  Maxwell Street Days –Cedarburg 
A Cedarburg Volunteer Fire Department tradition - You'll find more than 700 spaces filled with 
antiques, collectibles, crafts, produce, sports and rummage, plus food, beverages and music. 
Sunday, Sept 2 and Sun October 7 at Firemen's Park, Washington Ave – Cedarburg PH: 
262-377-8412 http://www.cedarburgfiredept.com/services/maxwell_street_days.htm 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Sept 14-16  Cheese Days – Monroe, WI 
You’ll find some of Wisconsin’s best fried cheese curds here, along with dozens of artisan 
cheeses to sample. Free entertainment stages, cheese tent, dairy farm and barn quilt tours, 
Swiss heritage displays, old time cheese making, kid's activities, Cow Milking Contest, antique 
tractors, arts and crafts, commercial vendors, and Wisconsin's only parade led by a herd of 
Brown Swiss Cows on Sunday. WI Tourism Secretary Stephanie Klett was recently named 
“Limburger Queen Forever” and she said she would bring the whole Dept. staff to the Cheese 
Days Parade to ride on a float. 800.307.7208 cheesedays.com 
  
SEPT 14-16 ARIENS ART ON WHEELS WEEKEND, FEATURING THE VSCDA ELKHART 
LAKE VINTAGE FESTIVAL® 
Gorgeous cars showcase racing history against the beautiful fall colors at America’s National 
Park of Speed for the Ariens Art On Wheels Weekend, featuring The VSCDA Elkhart Lake 
Vintage Festival®.The weekend regularly attracts nearly 250 vintage and historic racecars to 
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run over the three-day event including a field of pre-war models. Featured Marques for 2018 are 
the Austin Healey Sprite and the MG Midget, honoring the Sprite 60th Anniversary. A special 
Big Bore bash will feature all the big cubic inch ground-pounders from the 60's and 70's. There 
will also be a display of Jaguar XK cars in the paddock to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the 
XK120. The fan-friendly paddock is open to spectators for close-up views of amazing racing 
machines prepared to era specifications all weekend. On Saturday fans can watch a historic 
road course reenactment tour, which will leave Road America and follow a route almost identical 
to the street course driven in the early 1950s. Road America, “America’’s Cathedral of Speed” 
is just three miles south of Elkhart Lake on State Highway 67.  PH: 800.365.7223 or visit 
RoadAmerica.com 
  
Sept 22 – Dog Days of Stockholm 
Dog lovers unite to celebrate their pups on the Lake Pepin waterfront. Meet rescue dogs for 
adoption to find your new best friend. Practice down dog with canine friends in Doggy Yoga and 
fix your dog’s ailments with dog acupuncture. Learn about dogs in show business and play with 
tons of pups. 
715-442-2237; www.dogdaysofstockholm.org 
  

BEFORE YOU GO:  Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before 
heading to events. For more events- good sources: www.Wisconline.com, 
www.TravelWisconsin.com or http://hwy23events.wordpress.com  
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