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 Vintage 1954 – Antoine Laurain – Paris 
 When Hubert Larnaudie invites some fellow residents of his Parisian apartment building to drink 

an exceptional bottle of 1954 Beaujolais, he has no idea of its special properties.  
 
The following morning, Hubert finds himself waking up in 1950s Paris, as do antique restorer 
Magalie, mixologist Julien, and Airbnb tenant Bob from Milwaukee, who's on his first trip to 
Europe. After their initial shock, the city of Edith Piaf and An American in Paris begins to work its 
charm on them. The four delight in getting to know the French capital during this iconic period, 
whilst also playing with the possibilities that time travel allows. 
 
But, ultimately, they need to work out how to get back to 2017, and time is of the essence... 
 

 The Lager Queen of Minnesota – J Ryan Stradal – Minnesota 
 Two sisters, one farm. A family is split when their father leaves their shared inheritance entirely 

to Helen, his younger daughter. Despite baking award-winning pies at the local nursing home, 
her older sister, Edith, struggles to make what most people would call a living. So she can't help 
wondering what her life would have been like with even a portion of the farm money her sister 
kept for herself. 
 
With the proceeds from the farm, Helen builds one of the most successful light breweries in the 
country, and makes their company motto ubiquitous: "Drink lots. It's Blotz." Where Edith has a 
heart as big as Minnesota, Helen's is as rigid as a steel keg. Yet one day, Helen will find she 
needs some help herself, and she could find a potential savior close to home. . . if it's not too 
late. 
 
Meanwhile, Edith's granddaughter, Diana, grows up knowing that the real world requires a 
tougher constitution than her grandmother possesses. She earns a shot at learning the IPA 
business from the ground up--will that change their fortunes forever, and perhaps reunite her 
splintered family? 
 
Here we meet a cast of lovable, funny, quintessentially American characters eager to make their 
mark in a world that's often stacked against them. In this deeply affecting family saga, resolution 
can take generations, but when it finally comes, we're surprised, moved, and delighted. 
 

 If You Want to Make God Laugh – Bianca Marais – South Africa 
 From the author of the beloved Hum If You Don't Know the Words comes a rich, unforgettable 

story of three unique women in post-Apartheid South Africa who are brought together in their 
darkest time and discover the ways that love can transcend the strictest of boundaries. 
 
In a squatter camp on the outskirts of Johannesburg, seventeen-year-old Zodwa lives in 
desperate poverty, under the shadowy threat of a civil war and a growing AIDS epidemic. Eight 
months pregnant, Zodwa carefully guards secrets that jeopardize her life. 
 
Across the country, wealthy socialite Ruth appears to have everything her heart desires, but it's 
what she can't have that leads to her breakdown. Meanwhile, in Zaire, a disgraced former nun, 
Delilah, grapples with a past that refuses to stay buried. When these personal crises send both 



middle-aged women back to their rural hometown to heal, the discovery of an abandoned 
newborn baby upends everything, challenging their lifelong beliefs about race, motherhood, and 
the power of the past. 
 
As the mystery surrounding the infant grows, the complicated lives of Zodwa, Ruth, and Delilah 
become inextricably linked. What follows is a mesmerizing look at family and identity that asks: 
How far will the human heart go to protect itself and the ones it loves? 

 
 The Most Fun We Ever Had – Claire Lombardo – Chicago 
 Claire Lombardo’s debut, The Most Fun We Ever Had, is the best kind of family saga—tightly 

woven with characters who are flawed and human, and who submerge us face-first into the 
messiness of familial and romantic love. Marilyn and David Sorenson have been inseparable 
since the 1970s, and even as life has thrown them challenges, their love is the sun around which 
all else orbits. In 2016, we see their four daughters all suffering from unique dysfunctions—and 
all fearing that they will never have a relationship as strong as that of their parents, “two people 
who emanated more love than it seemed like the universe would sanction.” Eldest daughter 
Wendy has suffered a devastating loss and soothes herself with alcohol and men; Violet is faced 
with a buried secret—the son she gave away in a closed adoption 16 years ago; Liza, pregnant 
by a man she’s not in love with, is weighing single parenthood; and Grace—the baby of the 
family, struggles to launch and is keeping a secret from her family. Told through flashbacks 
interspersed with the present day, The Most Fun We Ever Had is a beautifully written, intricately 
detailed look at a Midwestern American family. It’s an up-close examination of life, love, and the 
inevitable changes wrought by the passage of time. 

 
 We're All in This Together – Amy Jones – Thunder Bay 
 Like all families, the Parkers of Thunder Bay have had their share of complications. But when 

matriarch Kate Parker miraculously survives plummeting over a waterfall in a barrel -- a feat 
captured on a video that goes viral -- it's Kate's family who tumbles into chaos under the 
spotlight. Her prodigal daughter returns to town. Her 16-year-old granddaughter gets caught up 
in an online relationship with a man she has never met. Her husband sifts through their 
marriage to search for what sent his wife over the falls. Her adopted son fears losing the only 
family he's ever known. Then there is Kate, who once made a life-changing choice and now fears 
her advancing dementia will rob her of memories from when she was most herself. Set over the 
course of four calamitous days, Amy Jones's big-hearted first novel follows the Parkers' 
misadventures as catastrophe forces them to do something they never thought possible -- act 
like a family. 

 
 If She Wakes – Michael Koryta – Maine 
 Tara Beckley is a senior at idyllic Hammel College in Maine. As she drives to deliver a visiting 

professor to a conference, a horrific car accident kills the professor and leaves Tara in a 
vegetative state. At least, so her doctors think. In fact, she's a prisoner of locked-in syndrome: 
fully alert but unable to move a muscle. Trapped in her body, she learns that someone powerful 
wants her dead--but why? And what can she do, lying in a hospital bed, to stop them? 
 
Abby Kaplan, an insurance investigator, is hired by the college to look in to Tara's case. A former 
stunt driver, Abby returned home after a disaster in Hollywood left an actor dead and her own 



reputation--and nerves--shattered. Despite the fog of trauma, she can tell that Tara's car crash 
was no accident. When she starts asking questions, things quickly spin out of control, leaving 
Abby on the run and a mysterious young hit man named Dax Blackwell hard on her heels. 
 

 Furious Hours: Murder, Fraud, and The Last Trial of Harper Lee – Casey Cep – Alabama 
 In Furious Hours, Casey Cep unravels the mystery surrounding Harper Lee's first and only work 

of nonfiction, and the shocking true crimes at the center of it "A triumph on every level . . . 
Casey Cep has excavated this mesmerizing story and tells it with grace and insight and a fierce 
fidelity to the truth." --David Grann, best-selling author of Killers of the Flower Moon 
 
Reverend Willie Maxwell was a rural preacher accused of murdering five of his family members 
for insurance money in the 1970s. With the help of a savvy lawyer, he escaped justice for years 
until a relative shot him dead at the funeral of his last victim. Despite hundreds of witnesses, 
Maxwell's murderer was acquitted--thanks to the same attorney who had previously defended 
the Reverend. 
 
Now Casey Cep brings this story to life, from the shocking murders to the courtroom drama to 
the racial politics of the Deep South. At the same time, she offers a deeply moving portrait of 
one of the country's most beloved writers and her struggle with fame, success, and the mystery 
of artistic creativity. 
 

 Nickel Boys – Colson Whitehead – Florida 
 In this bravura follow-up to the Pulitzer Prize, and National Book Award-winning #1 New York 

Times bestseller The Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another 
strand of American history through the story of two boys sentenced to a hellish reform school in 
Jim Crow-era Florida. 
 
As the Civil Rights movement begins to reach the black enclave of Frenchtown in segregated 
Tallahassee, Elwood Curtis takes the words of Dr. Martin Luther King to heart: He is "as good as 
anyone." Abandoned by his parents but kept on the straight and narrow by his grandmother, 
Elwood is about to enroll in the local black college. But for a black boy in the Jim Crow South of 
the early 1960s, one innocent mistake is enough to destroy the future. Elwood is sentenced to a 
juvenile reformatory called the Nickel Academy, whose mission statement says it provides 
"physical, intellectual and moral training" so the delinquent boys in their charge can become 
"honorable and honest men." 
 
In reality, the Nickel Academy is a grotesque chamber of horrors where the sadistic staff beats 
and sexually abuses the students, corrupt officials and locals steal food and supplies, and any 
boy who resists is likely to disappear "out back." Stunned to find himself in such a vicious 
environment, Elwood tries to hold onto Dr. King's ringing assertion "Throw us in jail and we will 
still love you." His friend Turner thinks Elwood is worse than naive, that the world is crooked, 
and that the only way to survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. 
 



The tension between Elwood's ideals and Turner's skepticism leads to a decision whose 
repercussions will echo down the decades. Formed in the crucible of the evils Jim Crow wrought, 
the boys' fates will be determined by what they endured at the Nickel Academy. 
 
Based on the real story of a reform school in Florida that operated for one hundred and eleven 
years and warped the lives of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven 
narrative that showcases a great American novelist writing at the height of his powers. 
 

 For the Good of the Game – Bud Selig – Milwaukee 
 The longtime Commissioner of Major League Baseball provides an unprecedented look inside 

professional baseball today, focusing on how he helped bring the game into the modern age and 
revealing his interactions with players, managers, fellow owners, and fans nationwide. 
 
More than a century old, the game of baseball is resistant to change—owners, managers, 
players, and fans all hate it. Yet, now more than ever, baseball needs to evolve—to compete 
with other professional sports, stay relevant, and remain America’s Pastime it must adapt. 
Perhaps no one knows this better than Bud Selig who, as the head of MLB for more than twenty 
years, ushered in some of the most important, and controversial, changes in the game’s 
history—modernizing a sport that had remained unchanged since the 1960s. 
 
In this enlightening and surprising book, Selig goes inside the most difficult decisions and 
moments of his career, looking at how he worked to balance baseball’s storied history with the 
pressures of the twenty-first century to ensure its future. Part baseball story, part business saga, 
and part memoir, For the Good of the Game chronicles Selig’s career, takes fans inside locker 
rooms and board rooms, and offers an intimate, fascinating account of the frequently messy 
process involved in transforming an American institution. Featuring an all-star lineup of the 
biggest names from the last forty years of baseball, Selig recalls the vital games, private 
moments, and tense conversations he’s shared with Hall of Fame players and managers and the 
contentious calls he’s made. He also speaks candidly about hot-button issues the steroid scandal 
that threatened to destroy the game, telling his side of the story in full and for the first time. 
 
As he looks back and forward, Selig outlines the stakes for baseball’s continued 
transformation—and why the changes he helped usher in must only be the beginning. 
 

 Where the Crawdads Sing – Delia Owens – North Carolina 
 For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 

Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals 
immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive 
and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends 
in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and 
loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself 
to a new life - until the unthinkable happens. 


