
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AS PRESS RELEASE/EDITORIAL 
 
CONTACT:  John Bauman, Juvenile Court Administrator 608-283-2925 
FROM:  Current juvenile judges:  Shelley Gaylord (presiding), Juan Colas, Everett Mitchell, Julie 
Genovese.  
 
Madison, Wis. (October 16, 2018) –  
 
We appreciate the chance to respond to recent accounts about youth involved in stealing vehicles.  We 
want to set the record straight.  First, we take community safety, victim impacts and youth 
accountability seriously. The judges receive  victim impact statements.  Victims work within the DA’s 
office with victim-witness coordinators.  Judges encourage victims to attend and speak at hearings.  We 
routinely comment to the youth about the effects their behaviors have on their victim’s lives.   Judges 
order restitution and services  often targeted toward youth understanding those very impacts.  
 
Second, youth are not picked up and simply released.  The overwhelming majority are held in detention 
awaiting a first hearing. In fact, we are holding youth longer than historically has been done. We have 
space in our local detention and shelter facilities.  There are approximately 30 repeat offenders.  We 
fully understand the risks they pose when deciding whether or not they can be properly supervised in 
the community or must be removed.   
 
Third, we are using restrictive placements including out-of-county residential care centers and Lincoln 
Hills for boys and Copper Lake for girls, which are the only incarceration options available.  In fact, we 
are using them significantly more, even though there are well-documented serious problems with those 
institutions.  However, we are legally banned from incarcerating youth who are not competent to 
understand their cases.  The law demands that we use incarceration as a last resort and treatment is not 
always successful.  
 
The last thing any of us wants is for youth to end up as repeat offenders or in the adult criminal system.  
We are constantly balancing the complex needs of the youth and families with resources and 
community protection.  Those youth and families often have long-standing deprivation, serious mental 
and cognitive health issues and multiple trauma experiences.  We are also wrestling with limited options 
for placements as more residential centers and group homes close or are not willing to take youth. We 
have other cases of violence to consider for incarceration or available space in out of county 
placements. These include substantial battery, sexual assault, weapons offenses and more.  We look 
forward to the day when locked residential care facilities are available, as has been authorized by the 
legislature and governor recently.  However, those places will not be open for years. We are engaged 
with the school system, child abuse and neglect system, neighborhood groups, victims, service 
providers, attorneys and many others in working on finding short and long-term solutions.    We live in 
this community as well and want it to be safe and healthy every day and in the long-term. 
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