
 
 
         September 24, 2018 
Senator Stephen L. Nass, Chair 
Senate Committee on Administrative Rules 
Room 10 South State Capitol 
P.O. Box 7882 
Madison WI 53707-7882 
 
 
EmR 1820: Deer Carcass Transportation, Deer Farm Fencing, and Chronic Wasting 
Disease and Affecting Small Business (DNR) 
 
Dear Senator Nass: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Voigt Intertribal Task Force, which has expressed its support for 
the Wisconsin DNR emergency rule on deer carcass transportation and deer farm fencing. The 
emergency rule is a smart and conservative measure to address the growing threat that chronic 
wasting disease (“CWD”) poses to tribal and non-tribal interests. The Joint Committee should 
allow the emergency rule to become effective on October 1. 
 
The State and the Tribes have invested vast resources into protecting and enhancing wild white-
tailed deer herds. Countless small business in rural Wisconsin depend on the fall deer hunting 
season. Hunting supports over 34,000 jobs, generating $1 billion in salaries and wages. On 
average, hunters spend $2.6 billion each year. The total ripple effect from hunting is estimated at 
$4 billion, annually. 
 
The economic benefits derived from hunting season and the entire culture of Wisconsin fall deer 
hunting are threatened by the unabated spread of CWD. CWD is a highly transmissible infection 
that leads to chronic illness, reduced fertility and early mortality, eventually reducing herd 
populations. It is not known whether CWD can infect humans, however a similar disease has. As 
a result, the CDC, and other health agencies, have recommended avoiding the consumption of 
CWD-infected meat.  
 
Baiting and feeding bans have not been effective to stop CWD’s spread. Rules are needed to 
prevent hunters from transporting potentially infected carcasses to new areas. Certainly, deer 
facilities containing CWD-positive animals should be required to enhance their fences to prevent 
contact between the fence among captive and wild deer through fencing, especially in areas 
where CWD has not been detected in wild herds. 
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        Sincerely: 
 
 
 
        Michael J. Isham, Jr. 
        Executive Administrator 
 
 
Attachment: The Challenge of CWD: Insidious and Dire, Alliance for Public Wildlife, Living 
Legacy White Paper. 
 
cc: Senator LeMahieu  

Senator Stroebel  
Senator Larson  
Senator Wirch  
Representative Ballweg  
Representative Neylon  
Representative Ott  
Representative Hebl  
Representative Anderson  

 

https://mwf.mb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CWD-Comprehensive-Analysis-LR-14March.single-page-versionpdf.pdf
https://mwf.mb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CWD-Comprehensive-Analysis-LR-14March.single-page-versionpdf.pdf

