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Green Bay, WI – "AFT-Wisconsin's members welcome the news that the UW System survey on 

free speech has been delayed until the fall, since we had several significant concerns about the 

survey and its timing," said Jon Shelton, a professor at UW-Green Bay and Vice President of 

Higher Education for AFT-Wisconsin. "Our union is dedicated to upholding free speech and 

academic freedom for all teachers and all students in our great state.  We believe that our 

students must have access to the widest possible diversity of ideas, and central to democracy is 

the principle that our students must be able to study and critique viewpoints with which they 

disagree.”   

 

"Understanding how our students experience academic freedom in our classrooms is a laudable 

goal.  Unfortunately, our members had two major concerns with the survey.  First, the survey--

and its initial plan for distribution--was developed without any consultation with the UW system 

faculty representatives, a body that could have advised system administration about how to 

most successfully capture data about our students' classroom experiences.  Moving forward, we 

expect that the faculty representatives will be asked to consult with UW system to ensure any 

future versions of the survey accurately measure students' views on academic freedom.” 

 

"Second, we remain deeply concerned by the possibility that partisan political interests sought 

to pressure system administration into sending the survey over the objections of campus 

chancellors.  Chancellor Henderson's resignation not only deprives the faculty and staff at UW-

Whitewater of stable leadership on their campus, but also speaks to a troubling limitation to 

individual campus autonomy.” 

 

"The members of AFT-Wisconsin's higher education locals will never stop fighting to protect free 

speech and academic freedom for every teacher and every student in Wisconsin, in spite of any 

efforts to score political points at the expense of the Wisconsin Idea." 
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