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Secretary Ed Wall 

Department of Corrections 

3099 E. Washington St. 

Madison, WI  
 

May 27, 2015 
 

Dear Secretary Wall: 

 

Members of WISDOM, and many other concerned people around the state, were dismayed last 

week to learn that the Department of Corrections asked for an additional $5 million in the state 

budget in order to expand the capacity of the Wisconsin prison system.  While states around the 

nation, some led by Republicans and some led by Democrats, are working hard to reduce their 

prison populations, and even to close some facilities, Wisconsin going the other direction. 

 

The Department of Corrections has a great deal of control over the size of the prison population.  

By refusing to work with the Parole Commission to facilitate parole for “old law” inmates, the 

Administration has needlessly kept hundreds, if not thousands, of prisoners long past the date 

their sentencing judges expected them to be free.  Despite having received a mandate from the 

legislature to reduce the number of crimeless revocations by increasing the use of graduated 

sanctions, the DOC does not project a decrease in “technical revocations” – the single greatest 

contributor to the prison population. 

 

WISDOM has attempted to reach out to you many times in the past year.  E-mails, phone calls 

and letters delivered by the US Mail have all been ignored.  When WISDOM members have 

attempted to speak with others in the DOC, they have been told the request needed to be cleared 

by you – and they have not heard anything further. 

 

Secretary Wall, it is time for Wisconsin to join the rest of the nation in seeking to reduce the 

prison population.  This is more important still in our state, which has the shameful distinction 

of having the highest African-American incarceration rate in the country.  In the face of all that, 

it is horrifying that the only “emergency” measure the Department can think to request from the 

legislature is funding to add yet more beds to the system. 

 

Again, Secretary Wall, we call for you to meet with us.  Become part of the solution. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandra Milligan 

WISDOM President  
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