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Gary Knowles’  - Getaways & Events Sampler 
A selection of Seasonal Getaway Ideas and Events - Loaded with Real Wisconsin Fun! 

 

December 2016  
by Gary Knowles © 

Gary Knowles is the President of the Midwest Travel Writers Association, the oldest professional travel journalist 
organization in the world.  He is a freelance travel writer, author of the “Gary’s Getaways” feature for the Journal & 
Topics Newspapers serving 16 Chicago suburbs, and the author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 
Spectacular Auto Tours.  
FOLLOW GARY’S TIPS ON TWITTER: @TravelWisconsin or Instagram @OpenAir93  
 

BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events. For more events- 

good sources: www.Wisconline.com, www.TravelWisconsin.com or http://hwy23events.wordpress.com    

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
 

WISCONSIN & NEAR-BY – Special Gifts & Getaway Ideas 
 

Giving gifts they won’t forget!    
The gifting season has begun. The angst sets in: what can we give that will be remembered? 
There’ll be plenty of deals and steals to be had, for sure. But to give something they’ll remember 
for years, head right for the Neat Experiences Aisle. They might be big ones, maybe tickets to the 
Brewers in spring training or a winter getaway to Gulf Coast beaches, but often very memorable 
experiences can be less expensive and within reach of home. In this special edition of Getaways 
we’ll highlight a few “pretty nice things” you can consider for those “hard to buy for” friends and 
family. Happy Giving!     
 

Go Big! Really Big! – Sault Saint Marie, MI 
What’s the biggest present you ever got? Whatever, it probably wasn’t 1000 feet long and didn’t 
weigh near fourteen tons. Give someone a chance to see a great lakes freighter. You’ll appreciate 
“big” when you stand a few yards away and watch one go through the Soo Locks at Sault Saint 
Marie, MI. Every year some 10,000 of these floating behemoths, ranging up to 1000 feet long, 
pass gently through from Lake Superior to the other Great Lakes some 21 feet below. The locks 
are considered one world’s great engineering feats – and you can visit them and watch ships pass 
by for free. For a few dollars more, guided boat tours, some with dining options, are a great way to 
experience the locks as a passenger. It’s unforgettable! Details: www.saultsaintmarie.com -800-
647-2858  
 

Like a Stroll through Cornwall – Mineral Point, WI in December 
How about giving someone “the Dickens!”?  Well, yes, enjoy the warm feeling of strolling Jolly 
Olde England for the holidays, but without that costly plane ticket, or Ebeneezer “humbugging” all 
over town! Well, you can come close! Give a gift of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, Candlelight 
Shopping Night, December 3. This friendly community was settled by Cornish miners in the 1830s 
and the whole historic town oozes Old World charm. You’ll find folks roasting chestnuts on the 
street. Potters, woodworkers, painters, weavers and glass artists open studios and galleries to 
visitors. There’s a little sweet shop, an old book store, jewelry, collectibles, a typography shop, 
good dining and not one stop light! Shop all day until 9PM.  www.MineralPoint.com  PH: 608-987-
3201 Even Dickens would love it! 
 

http://www.travelwisconsin.com/
http://hwy23events.wordpress.com/
http://www.saultsaintmarie.com/
http://www.mineralpoint.com/
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Sip and Savor – Wine Trails – WI-Door County-New York 
Wine lovers always appreciate a nice bottle of wine. But when you really want to give them a wine 
gift they’ll remember, take them to a winery, tour the grounds and sip, savor and smile where it’s 
made. It never tastes better!  One of the largest, most historic and award winning wineries in the 
Midwest is Wollersheim Winery in Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin overlooking the Wisconsin River 
Valley. It’s open year round, offers some free sampling, and guided tours for $5 
(www.wollersheim.com ) Door County has outstanding wineries and one of the newest and most 
picturesque is Simon Creek Vineyard and Winery near Sturgeon Bay. 
(www.simoncreekwines.com) Be sure to try the Door County Cherry, made with local fruit. For a 
real classic American Winery Experience, head for New York’s Finger Lakes District.  There are 
more than 100 wineries here, award winners to sample, great resorts and accommodations, 
galleries, fine dining and miles of awesome lake country scenery. For a free regional guide, maps 
and help planning a visit, go to www.VisitFingerLakes.com or phone877-386-4669.  Cheers! 
 
Explore the “D”- Detroit, MI 
If you want to surprise someone, tell them you’re taking them on a visit to one of America’s 
greatest arts, sports and culinary destinations. Then head for Detroit and REALLY blow their mind! 
Yes, this determined city is not just “coming back,” it IS back. And it isn’t slowing down anytime 
soon! Stay in bustling Greektown packed with great dining, excellent accommodations, amazing 
architecture and loads of entertainment. Sports? Yes! Go see the Tigers, Lions, Redwings or 
Pistons. Don’t miss the amazing Henry Ford Museum, an unmatched celebration of authentic 
American spirit displayed through innovation, genius, and exploration. Take the neatest 75 cent 
ride in the Midwest; “The People Mover” elevated train that circles downtown, the riverfront and 
business district. Bring a big shopping bag to load up with tasty treats at the hip Eastern Market. 
Swing into Motown Historical Museum and be sure to see the famous Diego Rivera Murals at the 
Detroit Art Institute (and yes, Van Gogh, Warhol, Picasso and friends too!) Detroit is a definitely 
great memory maker!  www.VisitDetroit.com  PH:800-338-7648    
 
Watch for Birdies – And Eagles! – Erin Hills, WI 
There’s something special about a beautiful day, a light breeze, sunshine and a good walk with a 
parent, good friend or a child. That’s why even a simple round of golf at a local course can be 
memorable. But sometimes we have an opportunity to make a day “one for the ages”: like having 
tickets to one of the biggest and most coveted American golf tournaments – the U.S. Open 
Championship. June 12-18, 2017 this event will be staged “in our own backyard,” just thirty-five 
miles northwest of Milwaukee, about two hours from Chicago at the stunning, glacier-carved, 
Kettle Moraine country, Erin Hills Golf Course. If you act soon, you can still buy tickets to some of 
the best days of the competition. Yes, everyone dreams of watching at the last hole as the winning 
putt hits the bottom of the cup and the hills erupt in a victory roar. But golf lovers know that many 
more great moments lead up to that winning stroke and even practice rounds are special. Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.usga.org/tickets or get more details at  PH: 800-698-0661. Going 
to the U.S. Open is a gift that will not soon be forgotten. 
 

Sleeping Around – Getaways in The Great Lakes ! 
An ad for a cut-rate, no frills motel chain once claimed that after you climbed into the bed and 
turned off the light, their room looked as good as the fancy ones that cost up to five times as 
much. Sure, that’s still true. But sometimes you want to spend some time in a beautiful room 
overlooking a great lake, sleep in a canopied bed, or go to a comfy cabin in the woods. This week 
we’ll list a few exceptional places in our Upper Great Lakes that are nearly “sure thing” memory 
makers. They are wonderful “getaway gifts,” a joy to receive or even “gift” one to yourself!  

http://www.wollersheim.com/
http://www.simoncreekwines.com/
http://www.visitfingerlakes.com/
http://www.visitdetroit.com/
http://www.usga.org/tickets
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Spark Romance at The White Lace Inn – Door County 
Door County is one of the Midwest’s favorite year-round vacation spots. If you have a romantic 
getaway in mind put The White Lace Inn right at the top of your “must stay” list. Friendly 
innkeepers Dennis and Bonnie Statz have a group of four elegant turn of the century homes with 
eighteen super-comfy rooms and suites to choose from. This Sturgeon Bay inn is just a short walk 
to arts, shops, tug boats, and dining downtown. It’s also a perfect home base from which to take a 
scenic drive to Simon Creek Winery, Peninsula Park, Cave Point, Cana Island Lighthouse, Fish 
Creek, Gills Rock and the ferry to Washington Island. You may feel like sleeping-in, but be sure to 
get up for the scrumptious breakfast that comes with the room. You’ll love it! PH:877-428-5223 
www.whitelaceinn.com    
 

Go All-American in Kohler, WI 
For sheer “make ‘em envy you” delight, you can’t beat a getaway to the American Club Resort in 
Kohler, Wisconsin. The former dormitory served as a temporary home in the early 1900s for 
German, Polish and Eastern European immigrants coming to America, looking for a job and better 
life. By the end of the 20th Century the building was saved from the wrecking ball and transformed 
by far-sighted industrialist Herb Kohler Jr. into one of the world’s finest, multi-award winning, 
luxury resorts. Today it has some of the region’s top ranked restaurants, full-service spa, 
championship golf courses, an up-scale shopping center and noted annual celebrations of cuisine 
and spirits. Showcasing many of the most innovative bath and plumbing fixtures built in the Kohler 
Company plant across the street, and offering classic comfort in the most sophisticated 
continental tradition, The American Club is a getaway experience you’ll never forget. PH: 800-344-
2838 www.Americanclubresort.com 
 

Discover a “Superior” Getaway – Old Rittenhouse Inn - Bayfield 
If you trace the popularity of bed and breakfast getaways back to the 1970s, there is one 
exceptional place in the Great Lakes Region that launched a thousand more: the Old Rittenhouse 
Inn in Bayfield, Wisconsin. The founders were Jerry and Mary Phillips, two young creative 
musicians and antique lovers who turned a weekend getaway from Madison into a career. They 
wound up in this charming little community at the shore of Lake Superior, spotted a big Victorian 
house on the hill, loved it enough to buy it, moved out of Madison and turned it into one of the 
finest inns in the USA. Surrounded by hillsides with orchards, abundant local produce and 
commercial fishing, they created extravagant meals and started the “eat local” food movement in 
Wisconsin long before it had a name. Today the Inn is operated by son Mark Phillips and his wife, 
Wendy. Many young couples who “discovered” it in the last Century return with their families 
today. Celebrating it’s 40th anniversary in 2016 the Rittenhouse has special wine-
appreciationpackages, murder mystery weekends, and a traditional, Wassail dinner concerts and 
feast (Dec. 3- 18, reservations a must!)  800-779-2129 www.RittenhouseInn.com     
 

Retreat to the Driftless Region - Maple Wood Lodge – Mineral Point, WI 
Who hasn’t longed to escape to a comfy cabin in the hills, a warm fire in a massive stone 
fireplace, deer wandering through the backyard and lots of room to roam?  Now add a fully 
equipped kitchen, decorate with outstanding regional art, include a sunny little room for snuggling 
up with a book, a huge whirlpool tub for soaking, and sure, satellite TV and WiFi  in case you 
really, really need it!  Head for Maple Wood Lodge, just a few miles from historic Mineral Point in 
Wisconsin’s Driftless region. You might bring friends. There are three bedrooms, two baths and a 
two car garage. Out your door lie 26 acres to explore, 21 wooded, a spring-fed creek and huge 
natural prairie. This private retreat is one you’ll see in dreams. Grab it for real at 608-987-2324  
www.MapleWoodLodge.com     

http://www.whitelaceinn.com/
http://www.rittenhouseinn.com/
http://www.maplewoodlodge.com/
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Visit “America’s Summer Place” - The Grand Hotel – Mackinac Island, MI 
Step off the ferry on Mackinac Island and step into another time. Suit cases and cargo are pulled 
in hand carts to load aboard a horse-drawn wagon.  There are no cars, trucks, scooters or 
motorized vehicles here. Horses themselves provide the horsepower, and there are plenty of 
bicycles.  Step up into a carriage and five minutes later arrive at one of America's premier summer 
vacation spots. The Grand Hotel is listed on virtually every top ten resort list and readers’ choice 
poll.  In 2017 some 130,000 guests will celebrate its 130th Anniversary and learn the meaning of 
“being treated royally.” They’ll enjoy one of the 390 plush guest rooms or suites, be politely served 
in the bright formal dining room, stroll the meticulously manicured grounds or settle in on one  of 
the white rocking chairs on the 660 foot long front porch overlooking the sparkling waters of the 
Straits of Mackinac. It truly is a getaway like no other. For more information or to make a 
reservation, PH 800-3354-7263 or visit www.grandhotel.com  
 

WISCONSIN EVENTS 
 – On-Going but Catch them While They’re Here! 
 
NOW to Dec.31, 2016  The Rhinestone Cowboy Home – Sheboygan 
Aiming to style himself as a singing “rhinestone cowboy” modeled after Glen Campbell’s song, Loy Bowlin 
of McComb, Mississippi, became the maker of a remarkable art environment. He embellished his small 
home with glitter, cut paper, magazine pictures, ornaments, and spangles, and people came from miles 
around to visit the “Holy Jewel Home,” and the Rhinestone Cowboy who lived there. Today, the art 
environment and his fancy suits, hats, and furniture, stands as the only comprehensively relocated 
environment in the JMK Arts Center's Permanent Collection. In 2016, the Arts Center will provide 
unprecedented access to our visitors as staff, preservation professionals, and historians put the house 
back together again in our galleries. Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-5pm; Tues, Thurs 10am-8pm; Sat, Sun 10am-
4pm John Michael Kohler Arts Center, 608 New York Ave, Sheboygan, WI 53081   PH:920-458-6144 
http://www.jmkac.org/ 

 
NOW – 2016   “The Nose has it!” at special WWII Warbird Art Exhibit – Oshkosh  
With the smoke barely cleared at Pearl Harbor, brave, young US servicemen took to the air to take the war 
to the enemy. Many of the aircraft carried artist painted images and messages on their noses. Now one of 
the finest collections of authentic, preserved, WWII “nose art” is on display for the first time outside their 
Commemorative Air Force home museum in Dallas, Texas. The collection honors the people and aircraft of 
World War II. The artifacts have been designated by the National Trust for Historical Preservation as an 
official project of Save America’s Treasures, which seeks to preserve historic structures, art and published 
works throughout the nation. It will be on display at EAA throughout 2016. “This collection is simply 
incredible; there’s no other way to put it,” said Bob Campbell, director of the EAA AirVenture Museum. “It 
tells a unique story of the common soldier and airman during World War II, how this artwork was created, 
what it meant to these young men mostly between 18 and 25 years old, and the individual tales of these 
aircraft that returned along with those that didn’t.” As was the custom during World War II, some of the 
nose art depicts slogans or places, but many of them included drawings of young women in poses from 
chaste to extremely provocative. The EAA AirVenture Museum is located just off Interstate 41 at the 
Highway 44 exit in Oshkosh. It is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information, call the EAA 
AirVenture Museum at (920) 426-6108 or visit www.eaa.org/museum.  

 
Through Dec 31 – Audubon to Wyeth – Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture – Wausau 
At the Leigh, Yawkey, Woodson Musem. Free Admission. This dazzling, historic array of bird imagery in 
artworks spanning the early-nineteenth through late-twentieth centuries includes work by John James 
Audubon, Martin Johnson Heade, Jasper Cropsey, Albert Bierstadt, Frank W. Benson, N.C. Wyeth, and 

Andrew Wyeth. 700 N 12th St., Wausau, WI 54403 715-845-7010  http://www.lywam.org/ 

http://www.eaa.org/museum
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WISCONSIN –Holiday Celebrations! 
 
2-4 “Dickens of a Christmas” & Quilt Show– Ripon  
Enjoy the 26th Annual Dickens of a Christmas in Ripon Wisconsin. Numerous events throughout the 
weekend to please those of all ages. Enjoy the "Living Windows" display in Downtown Ripon on Saturday 
night from 5pm-7pm as shops, boutiques, and businesses come alive with the spirit of Christmas' past 
present and future. Enjoy a visit with Santa & Mrs. Claus, see and meet live reindeer, horse drawn carriage 
rides, tour the Enchanted Forest. Also don’t miss the annual quilt show at the Horicon Bank with more than 
100 Quilts. Do some holiday shopping and grab a bite to eat. PH: 920-748-6764  
http://www.ripon-wi.com/ripon-wi/chamber/community-events.html 

 
2-4, 9-11, 16-18, 23, 26-30  Green Bay Botanical Gardens of Light -  
A holiday favorite with more than 250,000 lights crafted in flowers, butterflies, and other botanical 
themes. Walk the .8-mile trail or take a horse-drawn wagon ride (subject to availability). The 
purchase of advance tickets is strongly encouraged to save time waiting in line. 5-9PM - Green 
Bay Botanical Garden, 2600 Larsen Rd,Green Bay, WI 54303  PH:920-490-9457 
http://www.gbbg.org/ 
 
2- 3 – Holiday Spirit Gallery Tour & Santa Comes by Ferry– Bayfield 
Get an early start on your holiday shopping during Bayfield’s Shop Local for the Holidays Night 
on Friday December 2, from 5pm to 8pm. Participating Bayfield shops and restaurants will be offering 
exceptional specials and deals to reward customers on a unique shopping night.  A portion of the evening’s 
proceeds will be donated to the Bayfield Area Food Pantry, with a matching donation of up to $1,000 by the 
Bayfield Chamber and Visitor Bureau. Don’t miss the Holiday Spirit Gallery Tour, December 3 from 10am 
to 5pm. Guests will enjoy demonstrations, refreshments, special promotions and sales at our local 
galleries, featuring handmade jewelry, pottery, paintings, quilting and more. With so many unique stores, 
galleries, and boutiques, you’ll find something right here in Bayfield for everyone on your gift list! Meet 
Santa and Mrs. Claus as they make a memorable appearance in Bayfield on the Madeline Island Ferry, on 
Saturday, December 10. Upon their arrival, children will get an opportunity to meet Santa and have a 
picture taken (bring your own camera) in the Lakeside Pavilion from 11:30am to 1pm. Each child will also 
receive a goody bag from Mrs. Claus and refreshments compliments of the Bayfield Chamber of 
Commerce. See the work of Bayfield's artists on display for the holidays. Beautiful paintings, pottery, metal 
sculptures, wood carvings, fiber arts and more. Some open houses include refreshments and 
demonstrations. Maps will be available at the Bayfield Chamber & Visitor Bureau on the corner of 
Manypenny Ave and Broad Street. PH: 715-779-3335 http://bayfield.org/bayfield-activities/hometown-
holiday-season/ 

2-11 Old World Christmas Market – Elkhart Lake 
The Osthoff Resort's annual traditional European Christmas Market, reminiscent of the centuries-old 
German Christkindlesmarkt, features authentic gifts, toys, ornaments and food specialties. Browse for 
unique and specialty items among international and regional artisans. Czech blown-glass ornaments, 
Russian nesting dolls, German hand-carved smokers and nutcrackers, fine apparel, handmade amber and 
silver jewelry, Turkish pashmina scarves and shawls, stained glass art, Russian hand-painted Santas, 
fresh green wreaths, kissing balls and centerpieces, alpaca products, Estonia woolens, fine chocolates, 
Plauen lace, fine woodwork, fur products and much more. The Old World Food Court offers delectable 
German fare, such as, Nüremberg bratwurst, hot glühwein, sauerbraten, dumplings, wiener schnitzel, 
potato pancakes, red cabbage, pulled pork and apple strudel. Father Christmasroams the market merrily 
greeting children of all ages. Bring along your camera for some memorable photo opportunities. The 2016 
Old World Christmas Market is open daily from 10 AM - 5 PM, December 2 - 11, 2016. Admission is $6 per 
adult, children 14 and under are complimentary with an adult ticketholder. Discounted ticket prices for 
groups of 10 or more are available. For more information, please call  (877)517-4596. Admission fee. 10-
5PM daily PH:920-876-5845 http://www.christmasmarketatosthoff.com/ 
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3 – Candlelight Gallery & Shopping Night – Mineral Point Like a Stroll through Cornwall – 
Give someone “the Dickens!”?  Well, yes, enjoy the warm feeling of strolling Jolly Olde England 
for the holidays, but without that costly plane ticket, or Ebeneezer “humbugging” all over town! 
Well, you can come close! Give a gift of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, Candlelight Shopping Night, 
December 3. This friendly community was settled by Cornish miners in the 1830s and the whole 
historic town oozes Old World charm. You’ll find folks roasting chestnuts on the street. Potters, 
woodworkers, painters, weavers and glass artists open studios and galleries to visitors. There’s a 
little sweet shop, an old book store, jewelry, collectibles, a typography shop, good dining and not 
one stop light! Shop all day until 9PM.  www.MineralPoint.com  PH: 608-987-3201 Even Dickens 
would love it! 
 
3-4, 10-11 A Stagecoach Inn Christmas – Wade House - Greenbush 
Guests will experience the magic of a mid-19th-century Christmas celebration at the Wade House 
stagecoach hotel. Yankee and German holiday traditions, including rooms bedecked with fresh 
evergreen garlands, period crafts and games for young and old, stories from yesteryear and 
horse-drawn wagon rides will make for a memorable experience. In addition, a variety of holiday-
themed, family fun activities will be offered throughout the new Wade House Visitor Center and 
Wesley W. Jung Carriage Museum, with holiday refreshments available in the Butternut Café. 
Greenbush, WI  PH:920-526-3271 http://wadehouse.wisconsinhistory.org/ 
 
3-4, 10-11 An Old Word Christmas – Eagle 
Stroll through the 1880s village decked in holiday greenery and take a horse-drawn sled ride out to a 1890s 
Finnish immigrant farm at Old World Wisconsin. Visit with a Victorian Santa and keep a watchful eye out for 
the Krampus! Purchase a combo ticket that includes a scrumptious buffet breakfast with Father Christmas. 
Reservations are required for breakfast. Old World Wisconsin, W372 S9727 State Road 67, Eagle, WI 
53119, PH 262-594-6300   http://oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org/ 
 

3-4, 10-11, 17-18 An Electric Train Christmas Express Holiday Ride – East Troy 
The East Troy Electric Railroad’s 2016 Christmas Train will take you on a magical ride from our East Troy 
depot to Santa's Workshop, located at The Elegant Farmer in Mukwonago. It is operating on the last 7.5 
mile stretch of the original interurban system in the state of Wisconsin. Children can visit Santa, enjoy 
cookies and hot chocolate, plus take home a special gift. Railroad cars are heated and bathrooms are 
available at East Troy depot. Reservations are required. Tickets can be purchased online or in the depot at 
2002 Church St, East Troy, on Saturdays and Sundays. 262-642-3263 http://www.easttroyrr.org/ 

 
4 Wisconsin State Capitol Holiday Pageant – Madison 
Annual Holiday Pageant in the Capitol Rotunda. Free. Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Madison West. 
Two identical performances 4:15PM and 5:15PM. PH: 608-274-0627 http://madisonwestkiwanis.com/  
 
4 & 11 – Breakfast with Santa And a Harley! – Milwaukee 
Bring the kids down to the Harley-Davidson Museum® 10 a.m.-2 p.m.for a special MOTOR 
breakfast with Santa. In this annual tradition, parents and children can snap a photo with Santa on 
a Harley-Davidson® motorcycle and decorate a motorcycle-shaped sugar cookie. Plated 
children’s breakfast includes the perfect portion for little ones, five silver dollar-sized buttermilk 
pancakes, scrambled eggs and crispy hickory-smoked bacon. $14.95 per child (12 and younger). 
Space for the event is limited and reservations are required. Harley-Davidson Museum, 400 West 

Canal Street, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Phone: 1-877-436-8738  Call 414-287-2778 to make a reservation 
http://www.harley-davidson.com/content/h-d/en_US/home/museum.html 
 
 

http://www.mineralpoint.com/
http://oldworldwisconsin.wisconsinhistory.org/
http://madisonwestkiwanis.com/
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5-7 Canadian Pacific Lighted Holiday Train – Sturtevant to La Crosse 
Entertainers on the U.S. train include Kelly Prescott and Colin James. The goal of the Holiday 
Train is to collect food and money for local food banks and to raise awareness in the fight against 
hunger. At each event, the Holiday Train provides a box car stage, a line up of great musical 
talents and a corporate contribution to the local food bank. The community, in turn, is encouraged 
to donate food and funds, all of which stays in the community. Items such as infant formula, 
canned meats, and spaghetti sauce are in popular demand. PH: 888-333-6370  See a detailed 
schedule at: http://www.cpr.ca/holiday-train/schedule-united-states 
 
7 Wisconsin Historical Society One Day Sale – Madison 
The Wisconsin Historical Society Press is hosting its fourth annual Friends & Family Sale from 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm Wednesday, December 7th at the Wisconsin Historical Society headquarters 
building, located on the UW Library Mall, 816 State Street, Madison. 
Shoppers receive a 40% discount off of all Wisconsin Historical Society Press books—including 
books by popular Wisconsin authors such as: 

 The Quiet Season & Old Farm by author Jerry Apps 
 Roughneck Grace & From the Top by Michael Perry 
 Bottoms Up by Jim Draeger & Mark Speltz 
 Good Seeds by Thomas Pecore Weso 
 Wisconsin on the Air by Jack Mitchell 

Also: a selection of historic photos and images from the vast visual materials collection and 
Wisconsin Historical Society memberships - perfect for gift-giving!  
Author and celebrated historian Jerry Apps will be signing books in the lobby from 11 am to 1 pm.  
The One-Day Sale will be held in first floor lobby of the Society's headquarters building at 816 
State Street, Madison, on UW Library Mall and across from the UW Memorial Union. 
 
9-11 Ice Fishing and Winter Sports Show – West Allis  
Shop row upon row of exhibits with products and services dedicated to the die-hard ice fishing and 
winter sports enthusiast. View all new ice fishing products, including fish houses, augers, 
underwater cameras, digital fish finders, rods and reels, tackle, accessories, apparel and much 
more! Exposition Center at Wisconsin State Fair Park, 640 S 84th St, West Allis, WI 53214  
PH:800-848-6247 http://www.gsevents.com/shows/display.cfm?showid=110 
 
9-11, 15-23, 26-30 Holiday Lights at Rotary Botanical Gardens – Janesville  
Follow the illuminated garden pathways on an evening stroll through the 20 acre botanical 
gardens, where the wintery garden paths are brought to life with over 400,000 lights, 100 
beautifully decorated trees, over 2,500 luminaries, animated displays, more than 500 dangling 
icicle lights hung from the tallest trees in the Garden and more. Back by popular demand are the 
Selfie Stops, with fun props and amazing backdrops that offer holiday photo opportunities. Step 
inside to enjoy a warm beverage or other treat from the Polar Pit Stop, along with festive local 
musicians and holiday shopping in the Cottage Garden Gallery. Santa himself will stop by on 
certain dates. Please visit the Rotary Botanical Gardens website for additional details. Tickets are 
available online after November 1 and in RBG's Cottage Garden Gallery after November 14 during 
regular business hours. Skip the lines, buy online! Rotary Botanical Gardens, 1455 Palmer Drive, 

Janesville, WI 53545 PH:608-752-3885 http://www.rotarybotanicalgardens.org/ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=413
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=334
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=517
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=399
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=510
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/books/book.asp?book_id=508
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whspress/series-Jerry-Apps.asp
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15 – Harley Holiday Party – Milwaukee 
Come on down to Motor Bar & Restaurant at the Harley-Davidson Museum for a very merry 
Harley-Davidson holiday. To celebrate the season, attendees will receive a free Harley-Davidson 
ornament, while supplies last. In addition to the MOTOR food & drink specials you’ve come to 
love, The Ryan McGrath Band brings its blues-rock-country twang to the party for a foot-stomping 
good time. And everyone can enjoy $2 Miller Lite with your MOTOR Bike Night koozie, no matter if 
you’ve been naughty or nice. Our Bike Night raffle means a few lucky folks will be decking their 
halls with some fresh new Harley-Davidson merchandise.  Plus, The Shop at the Harley-Davidson 
Museum will stay open late to offer exclusive deals – like free gift wrapping – for everyone at Bike 
Night. If you still have a few folks to check off your list, tonight is your chance to shop till you drop 
at our Holiday Bike Night. Harley-Davidson Museum, 400 West Canal Street, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 

Phone: 1-877-436-8738 
 

WISCONSIN – Feast On!   
 
3-18 Wassail Christmas Dinners – Bayfield 
Wassail Concerts are festive lunch and evening events filled with great food and holiday music 
performed by the Rittenhouse Chamber singers. Experience a magical evening celebrating the 
spirit of the season, complete with choir of carolers and a festive holiday meal, at our Wassail 
Dinner Concerts. With broad appeal to all ages, Wassail Concerts bring holiday spirit to the hearts 
of all who attend. During your meal, the Rittenhouse Singers perform in the dining rooms and 
hallways. Who could forget the presentation of the "Boar's Head" before the main course, and the 
traditional flaming of the figgy pudding? Celebrating 35+ years of hospitality and service, 
Rittenhouse Inn welcomes you to join us this season and experience a magical holiday getaway in 
Bayfield. Wassail Season begins in November and runs until Christmas. Luncheon and Dinner 
Concerts are open to the public by reservation. 715-779-5111 
http://www.rittenhouseinn.com/bayfield-wisconsin-events.html 
 

WISCONSIN – What the Heck? What’s Going on Out There?!  
 
2-4 Cedarburg Artist Guild Holiday Fair  
The Cedarburg Artists Guild presents its popular Holiday Art Fair in the Cedarburg Community 
Center. More than 40 artists will offer a wide variety of media, including multimedia paintings, 
drawings, monoprints, photography, beaded glass, fiber and wearable art, felted wool fabric 
sculptures, punch needle and weaving, ceramics, birdhouses, copper yard art, interior and 
furniture design and holiday décor. Cedarburg Commumnity Center, W63 N641 Washington 

Ave.,Cedarburg, WI 53012, PH:262-476-5073 http://www.cedarburgartistsguild.com/ 
 
3 – Can’t Depend on Snow Sled Dog Races & Outing – Fond du Lac  
The team is made up of friends that love the sound of the dogs having fun. Enjoy this fun filled day 
with or without snow! Sled Dog Races and Weight Pulls, rides, Pet and Owner Pictures with 
Santa, Siberian Husky Toss (stuffed animals), Animal Massage Therapy, and Celebrity Human 
Sled Race. Starts at 10AM Rolling Meadows Golf Course, 560 W Rolling Meadows Dr, Fond du 
Lac, WI 54935 PH: 920-924-0132  
http://tsamc.org/EventListsAndResults/2015-16/03-cantDependOnSnow/Event%20Post.htm 
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3, 7, 10 & 14 Tour the Wisconsin Executive Residence – Maple Bluff (Madison)  
Visit and tour the beautifully decorated Wisconsin Executive Residence during our holiday open 
house tours! Tours are free.Parties of 20 or more are asked to call (608) 246-5501 to make a 
reservation. Street parking is available just outside the residence gates. Handicapped parking 
available upon request at the time of arrival. Cameras may be used during your tour. Non-
perishable food items will be collected in support of Second Harvest Foodbank of Southern 
Wisconsin ad warm winter items collected in support of Tourism's Big Bundle Up Campaign.. The 
Executive Residence is handicapped accessible. Dec 3,10am-Noon; Dec 7 & Dec 8, Noon-2pm; 
Dec 10,10am-2pm; Dec 14 &15, Noon-2pm NOTE: Extra-long tour with extra special 
entertainment - Dec. 10, 10am-2pm. 99 Cambridge Rd., Maple Bluff PH: 608-246-5501  
http://wisconsinexecutiveresidence.com/tours-of-the-wisconsin-governors-
residence/holidaytours/ 
 
3- Spice on Ice! – Janesville 
Spice On Ice is a free family event (10:30am) to showcase local, state, regional and national 
figure skating talent sponsored by the Janesville Figure Skating Club and Janesville Recreation 
Department. It is their way to give back to the community with entertainment. This year’s theme is 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas. The cost to attend the show is a non-perishable food donation 
for ECHO. "Skating with Santa" will follow until 1:30pm. Janesville Ice Arena, 821 Beloit Ave, 
Janesville, WI 53545 PH: 608-755-3030 http://www.janesvillefsc.org/ 
 
3 & 10 Christmas at Taliesin – Spring Green 
Experience Frank Lloyd Wright’s masterpiece, Taliesin,  this holiday season! For two days only 
the estate will be open (10AM-5:30PM)  The fully restored Tan-y-Deri will be open for warm, wintry 
beverages by the fireside. Kids’ activities will be offered in the Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor Center 
and the Riverview Spring Green Restaurant will be open for lunch. The Taliesin Bookstore will be 
open for all your holiday shopping needs! Please dress for the weather. All festivities originate at 
the Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor Center. Friends of Taliesin receive a complementary Taliesin mug 
for their hot beverage. Taliesin - Frank Lloyd Wright Visitor Center, 5607 County Highway C, 
Spring Green, WI 53588 PH: 608-588-7900 http://www.taliesinpreservation.org/ 
 
9-10  Very Merry Holiday Fair - Baraboo 
More than sixty artisans, authors and purveyors of good things to eat. This festive holiday show 
celebrates it's 9th year in the historic Baraboo Arts Banquet and Convention Center. The Artisan's 
making the goods will tell you how each piece is created. Noon-6pm Friday, 9am-4pm Saturday 
Baraboo Arts Banquet and Convention Center, 323 Water St, Baraboo, WI 53913 PH:608-356-
9048 http://www.theverymerryholidayfair.com/ 
 
13 – Ice Age Trail –Full Moon Hike – Lodi 
The crisp night air of a December full moon hike is a special Wisconsin experience - one not to 
miss! You are invited to join The Lodi Valley Chapter of the Ice Age Trail Alliance on a short walk 
under a full moon on Tuesday, December 13th. Meet at the ColSac Ferry parking area (West 
Point) at 7:00 pm. We will then walk south to an overlook that will present us with a great view of 
the full moon, Lake Wisconsin, and Paradise Island. Please wear appropriate clothing for the 
weather and sturdy shoes. This will be a short (about a mile one way) walk. Leashed dogs are 
welcome. We should have a bright night to walk. It is still good to bring a flashlight or headlamp. 
For directions to the start, visit https://goo.gl/maps/5SdNk  Ice Age National Scenic Trail, N2499 
Hwy 188, Lodi, WI 53555 PH:608-843-3926  
http://www.iceagetrail.org/event/lodi-valley-chapter-full-moon-hike-11/ 

https://goo.gl/maps/5SdNk
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26 – The Harlem Globetrotters – Madison 
The iconic Harlem Globetrotters are coming to the Coliseum. A star-studded roster will have fans 
on the edge of their seats to witness the ball handling wizardry, basketball artistry and one-of-a-
kind family entertainment that thrills fans of all ages. Join Globetrotter stars after the game where  
they will stay for an autograph, photograph and high five session for fans (subject to availability). 
7:00 PM Alliant Energy Center, 1919 Alliant Energy Center Way, Madison PH:608-267-3976 
http://www.harlemglobetrotters.com/  
 

WISCONSIN – Competition! 
 
10 – Hugh Jass Fat Tire Bike Competition – Waukesha 
The second annual Hugh Jass Fat Bike Race 10 race series takes place at ten scenic parks near Wheel & 
Sprocket locations. Like last year, there will be mens, womens and junior races on lap style courses that 
will vary in length & difficulty depending on the weather. NEW this year: Elite and Citizen Categories. Every 
Hugh Jass Race includes fat bike demos and rentals, tech service by Wheel & Sprocket, post race 
beverages, parking lot contests, heat, and live dj. The top 50 riders will earn points but the real point is to 
have a lot of fun outside this winter. Minooka Park, 1927 E Sunset Dr, Waukesha, WI 53189 PH:414-529-
6600 ext 3  http://hughjass.bike/  

 
10 – Mad Rollin Dolls Roller Derby – Madison 
Madison's premier flat-track roller derby league, the Mad Rollin' Dolls, are gearing up for their 
season of hardhitting, fast skating action! Roller derby is a full-contact game on a flat, oval track 
with teams facing off to see who can score the most points. Jammers furiously skate to make the 
most laps, passing members of the opposing team to score. Blockers clear the path for their 
jammers to score while trying to keep the opposing team’s jammer from getting past them. Mad 
Rollin' Dolls present "LICENSED TO SPILL" on Saturday, December 10 at the Alliant Energy 
Center's Exhibition Halls, where the four home teams will meet to in fierce, fun competition to see how this 
season's rankings and rivalries shake out. Alliant Energy Center. 608-267-3976  
http://www.madrollindolls.com/ 
 

WISCONSIN –Theater/Film! 
  
3-4, 8-10, 15, 17-18, 22-24    A Laura Ingalls Wilder Christmas – St.Croix Falls 
Facing a dismal winter after a failed year of farming, the Ingalls move to Burr Oak, Iowa to run a 
hotel. When Mrs. Starr, the wife of a local doctor, takes a liking to Laura and offers to adopt her, 
Laura becomes certain that her parents will allow it. As Christmas approaches, Laura must decide 
whether she wants to live with Mrs. Starr or stay with her family. By Laurie Brooks. Tickets are 
$26.00 for Adult and $13.50 for Youth (ages 5-25) Franklin Square Black Box, 125 N Washington 
St., St. Croix Falls, WI 54024 PH:715-483-3387 http://www.festivaltheatre.org/ 
 
2 & 22   The Santaland Dairies – La Crosse 
SantaLand Diaries is a hysterical send-up of the crass commercialization of Christmas. An 
unemployed actor takes a job as a Macy’s elf during the holiday crunch. At first the job is simply 
humiliating, but once the thousands of visitors start pouring through Santa’s workshop, he 
becomes battle-weary and bitter, occasionally taking out his frustrations on children and parents 
alike. Based on the actual experiences of, and written by David Sedaris. For mature audiences 
only. Pump House Regional Arts Center, 119 King St, La Crosse, WI 54601 
http://www.thepumphouse.org/event/theater-santaland-diaries-copy/ PH:608-785-1434 

http://www.harlemglobetrotters.com/
http://www.madrollindolls.com/
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2-4  The Santaland Diaries – Janesville 
Adapted from an essay by David Sedaris, this satirical comedy is the story of a slacker's stint 
working as a Christmas elf in Macy's Santaland. Presented by Stage One, Inc in JPAC's Gallery 
Theatre, it is for mature audiences and not recommended for children. Janesville Performing Art 
Center, 408 S Main St, Janesville, WI 53545 PH:608-758-0297 http://www.janesvillepac.org/jpac/ 
 
13-18 The Sound of Music – Appleton 
“Sparkling, fresh and lively.”–Los Angeles Times THE HILLS ARE ALIVE! A brand new production 
of THE SOUND OF MUSIC, directed by three-time Tony Award® winner Jack O’Brien, is coming 
to the Fox Cities. The spirited, romantic and beloved musical story of Maria and the von Trapp 
Family will once again thrill audiences with its Tony®, Grammy® and Academy Award® winning 
Best Score, including “My Favorite Things,” “Do-Re-Mi,” “Climb Ev’ry Mountain,” “Edelweiss” and 
the title song. THE SOUND OF MUSIC features music by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein II, book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, suggested by “The Trapp Family 
Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp.  Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, 400 W College Ave., 
Appleton, WI 54911PH: 920-730-3760   
http://foxcitiespac.com/events-tickets/tickets/events/the-sound-of-music 
 
14-18 The Dysfunctional Holiday Revue – Milwaukee 
The world renowned Second City’s Dysfunctional Holiday Revue offers a night of spirited fun, 
featuring a seasonal mix of hilarious scenes, songs and their signature improvisation with a touch 
of holiday mischief. This revue is the ideal alternative to the same old holiday shows.MarcuCenter 
for the Performing Arts 929 N Water St, Milwaukee, WI 53202, PH: 414-273-7121 
http://www.marcuscenter.org/ 
 

WISCONSIN –Music!  
 
2 – Darlene Love’s Christmas Show – Appleton 
Get in the holiday spirit by hearing “Christmas Baby Please Come Home” performed live by the original. 
Rock and Roll Hall-of-Famer Love brings her other billboard hits including : “He’s A Rebel,” “The Boy I’m 
Gonna Marry,” “Wait ‘Til My Bobby Gets Home,” “He’s Sure the Boy I Love.” for a spirited night out. In the 
early years, Darlene’s background vocals as lead singer for The Blossoms behind The Righteous Brothers, 
Dionne Warwick, Marvin Gaye, Frank Sinatra and Elvis Presley (to name but a few) set the stage for her 
emergence as a star in her own right. Rolling Stone Magazine has proclaimed Darlene Love to be “one of 
the greatest singers of all time” and that certainly rings true, but perhaps Paul Shaffer says it even more 
concisely: “Darlene Love is Rock N’ Roll!” Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, 400 W College Ave, 
Appleton, WI 54911PH: 920-730-3760  
http://foxcitiespac.com/events-tickets/tickets/events/darlene-love-love-for-the-holidays 

 
7-8  Ring in the Holidays! Tom Wopat and Linda Purl – Waukesha  
Ring in the holidays (1-3PM) with an upbeat and jazzy afternoon of Christmas tunes and other standards, 
featuring Tony Award-nominee Tom Wopat and “Best of New York” (New York Magazine) Linda Purl! 
Originally from Wisconsin, Wopat has a warm, engaging baritone that finds the heart of a song with 
“hipster-cool, leading man charisma” (Examiner.com). With lyrical phrasing and far-ranging interpretive 
skills, he is a welcome addition to the contemporary jazz scene. A veteran of stage and screen, Purl 
enjoyed a recurring role as Helene Beasley on The Office and is a three-time nominee of the Los Angeles 
Drama Critics Award for Best Actress.  Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805 W Capitol Dr, 
Brookfield, WI 53045 Ticket Office: 
262-781-9520 http://www.wilson-center.com/ 

http://www.janesvillepac.org/jpac/
http://www.marcuscenter.org/
http://www.wilson-center.com/
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10-11, 16-18 Blue Christmas – Janesville 
Celebrate Christmas with “Elvis Presley” (world champion Elvis impersonator Travis Morris) and 
his band, The Rockin’ Fenderskirts, as they perform all Elvis' holiday favorites! This limited 
engagement event will include a holiday buffet feast, the show, and Elvis will pose for pictures 
after the performance. Elvis will also take requests for some of his hits. Show only or dinner & 
show options, with dinner served for one hour prior to showtime. The Armory, 10 S High St. 
Janesville, WI 53548 PH:608-741-7400  Limited tickets! 
http://www.janesvillearmory.com/event/blue-christmas-armory/ 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FREE TRAVEL GUIDES:  
WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM- Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com 
FREE GUIDES: “Activity Guide” Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map, Golf, Birding, Attractions 

OTHERS IN WISCONSIN: (all free) 
Calumet County Guide – 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com 
Chippewa County Travel Guide – 866-723-0331 www.ChippewaCounty.com 
Door County Visitors Guide – 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp  
Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-223-6667 www.foxcities.org 
Grant County Travel Guide – 608-348-8888 www.Platteville.com 
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342 www.GreenBay.com  
Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com 
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309 www.KenoshaCVB.com 
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299 www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com  
Madison Area Visitor Guide – 800-373-6376 http://www.visitmadison.com 
Mineral Point Travel Guide – 888-764-6894 www.MineralPoint.com  
Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH www.minocqua.org 
Racine – Real Racine Guide - 800-272-2463 www.realracine.com  
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – 800- 683-2453 http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html  
St. Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com 
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide - 800-942-5313 www.VisitSuperior.com 
 

OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC 
Chicago Office of Tourism: Free Guide & App - http://www.choosechicago.com 
Illinois Travel – http://www.enjoyillinois.com/brochures/ 
Iowa Tourism – http://www.traveliowa.com/ 888.472.6035 or 515.725.3084 
Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – 1-800-442-2084 or at www.WMTA.org  
Lanesboro, Minnesota Visitor Guide   800-657-4972 
Michigan – http://www.michigan.org/ 
Minnesota Tourism Travel Counselors at explore@state.mn.us, or 1-888-TOURISM (1-888-868-7476). 
Minnesota – Mississippi Valley Bluff Country (on-line) http://www.ExploreMississippiBluffs.com  
Mississippi Valley Partners (WI-MN) www.mississippi-river.org  1-888-999-2619 
Red Wing, Minnesota www.redwing.org  1-651-385-5934 800-498-3444 
Wabasha-Kellogg, Minnesota – www.wabashamn.org  1-800-565-4158 
West Michigan Travel Guide - 616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/ 
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com 
 
BEFORE YOU GO: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events. For more 
events- good sources: www.Wisconline .com, www.TravelWisconsin.com XXXXX 
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