
BODY CAMERA 
TRANSPARENCY  &

ACCOUNTAB I L I T Y  ACT

The Body Camera Transparency and Accountability Act creates a statewide, minimum set of
standards for law enforcement agencies that have chosen to use body cameras. The goal of this
legislation is to ensure certain safeguards and expectations with regards to body camera usage.
The bill addresses issues surrounding transparency of body camera usage as well as privacy and
public records issues.

Transparency and Accountability 

Citizen Privacy Protections

Ensures transparency around law enforcement agencies by requiring that their body
camera policies be publicly available and easily accessible

Clarifies that officers wearing a body camera must activate the camera when responding to
calls for service or initiating an investigative or enforcement action

Specifies that, following an officer-involved death, the officers’ supervisor takes physical
custody of the body camera and downloads the data

Creates a penalty for anyone who tampers with, deletes, or makes unauthorized copies,
body camera data or purposefully destroys or disables the physical camera or any
component of the camera

Requires that law enforcement officers utilizing body cameras to tell individuals that they
are being recorded

Prohibits the use of body cameras in non-emergency situations, in elementary or secondary
schools, in-patient care areas of hospitals, or other areas where individuals have a
substantial expectation of privacy

Protects the privacy of citizens by specifying instances that should not be recorded without
the subject’s consent, including strip of body cavity searches, persons anonymously
reporting a crime or assisting in an investigation, confidential informants, and undercover
officers

Prohibits surreptitiously recording members of the public or gathering information based on
of First Amendment protected speech
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Data Retention Standards 

Creates uniform standards around data retention, including that all recordings be retained
for at least six months

Specifies that a recording must be retained for 42 months when specific instances occur,
including when an officer discharges his or her firearm; uses force, when death or bodily
harm results; or when an arrest is made; is subject to a specific and valid open records
request; or when a complaint is made in regards to the underlying incident

Clarifies that recordings subject to 42 retention may be obtained through an open records
request, subject to existing open records balancing test

Specifies that, in implementing the existing open records balancing test, courts and records
custodians must give substantial weight to victims

Protects from disclosure privacy interests concerning the depiction of nudity and protected
legal privileges

The Body Camera Transparency and Accountability Act creates the law enforcement body
camera council within the Department of Justice composed of under-represented citizens,
law enforcement, attorneys, the press, and victim rights advocates tasked with evaluating
the implementation of the provisions of this bill and examining best practices regarding
other issues that arise through the use of body cameras.

It does not mandate law enforcement agencies use body cameras

It does not mandate that law enforcement agengies implement a statewide
prescribed agency policy

Council to Study Body Camera Usage 

What the Bill Does NOT do


