MEMORIAL DAY to LABOR DAY 2010
by Gary Knowles  UPDATED 7-1-10
Gary Knowles is a Madison based travel writer,  author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com
JULY 


 

JULY 3- 4 (See separate list of Select Independence Celebrations)

JULY 3   (Raindate July 5) 




MADISON

Rhythm and Booms Fireworks Extravaganza
Rhythm & Booms – an all-day fest with music, food and a 35 minute radio synchronized fireworks display with 15,000 shells. Largest fireworks display in the Midwest. Free. Warner Park.  PH: 608-833-6717 http://rhythmandbooms.com
JULY 8-10






SPOONER

Heart of the North Rodeo
The 57th year of one of the most popular professional rodeos in the Midwest. This year features live music, clowns, vendors, huge parade and a barbecue plus a Cowboy Church Service on Sunday. Tickets are $14 for adults and $7 for children under general admission; $18 and $9 for reserved tickets.  Rodeo performances 7:30pm, music at 10pm.www.spoonerrodeo.com  PH: 800-367-3306
JULY 8-11








IOLA
38th Iola Old Car Show and Swap Meet 

The Grandaddy of Classic Car Shows. More than 2,500 fine vehicles on display and an auto flea market with 4300 vendors. Find all kinds of car bits and pieces.  This year’s theme: “Sensational Sixties.” PH:715-445-4000; http://www.iolaoldcarshow.com 

JULY 10-11 







MADISON

Art Fair On and Off the Square 
Nearly 500 U.S. artists cover 8 blocks around Wisconsin’s Capitol.  Art Fair on the Square is one of the largest and most popular juried fairs in the Midwest. Another 140 Wisconsin artists are featured in Art Fair Off the Square. PH: 608-257-0158; http://www.mmoca.org  and  608-204-9129 http://www.artcraftwis.org/afos.html
JULY 10 – SEPT 
6




MILWAUKEE
Evel Knievel and The Rebel Spirit
Celebrate one of the world’s most famous daredevils in this  exclusive, first-of-its-kind temporary exhibition with rare artifacts from Evel Knievel’s life and death-defying career.  Harley-Davidson Museum, 400 West Canal Street, Milwaukee 53201   Seniors, Students, Military: $12; Adults $16; Children 5-17 $10 under 5, free  

www.h-dmuseum.com PH: (877) 436-8738

JULY 15-18






ELKHART LAKE

Kohler International Challenge –Vintage Races
World Driving Champion Brian Redman hosts the world’s finest vintage racecars on one of the world’s most spectacular road circuits. Ten race groups and thirty classes compete on the four mile track. Visit downtown Elkhart Lake to see cars on display (free) on Friday and Saturday nights. PH: 800-365-7223  www.RoadAmerica.com 
JULY 16-18






GRANTSBURG
World Championship Snowmobile Watercross
Oval & drag racing snowmobiles on open water. Rated as one of the ten best races in the country by Sno-Goer Magazine. Fireworks, two bands & other activities. The racing portion of Watercross includes drag and oval racing over water including vintage snowmobiles. The races are sanctioned by the International Watercross Association (IWA), the professional racing group. The Grantsburg Watercross is the "World Championship" race within the IWA racing circuit, and this race is known as the "Granddaddy of Them All" by top racers from the US and Canada. Over $20,00 in cash and trophies. Camping is available.  www.grantsburgwatercross.com  PH: 715-463-4269

JULY 17







ELKHART LAKE

Concours d’Elegance
Traditional race weekend event Concourse d'Elegance is a spectacular car show and competition held after the Kohler International Challenge ends for the day. On Friday evening, Vintage Race Cars parade into the Village of Elkhart Lake from Road America and line up to vie for the title of Best in Show. Don't miss the experience as cars roar into town from the track at approximately 5:30pm and return to the track around 9pm. Live entertainment with music and dancing under the stars. On Saturday evening, Vintage Street Cars are displayed on Lake Street. Live music and dancing at Siebkens Resort. www.siebkens.com   PH: 920-876-2600

JULY 19-24






FISH CREEK

Door County Plein Air Festival
A combination of free and ticketed events. Artists have 6 days to paint Door County on canvas. Collector's Preview Party and Gala Auction on Friday, July 23 at the Peninsula School of Art. Watch over 100 artists paint during the Dockside Quick-Paint competition in Clark Park on July 24 starting at 9am. http://www.doorcountypleinair.com/  PH: 920-868-3455.
JULY 23-25






HAYWARD

Lumberjack World Championships
See lumberjacks compete in 21 events, men’s & women’s log rolling, chopping, climbing. Over 100 plus competitors' vie for more than $50,000 in prize money, making this the largest payback for lumberjack competition in the world.  www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com  PH: 715-634-2484
JULY 23-25







LA POINTE
Exploring the Lake Superior Fur Trade
Educators, living history re-enactors and fur trade experts demonstrate the skills and tradition of the 18th-century fur trade including flint knapping, glass bead making, open-fire cooking and traditional games.  www.madelineislandmuseum.org  PH: 715-747-2415
JULY 24-25







BARABOO

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show
A wild and wooly re-enactment of the famous western show features cowboy trick riding, roping, shooting and an Annie Oakley shooting exhibition at Circus World. PH: 608-356-8341  www.circusworldmuseum.com 

JULY 26 – AUGUST 1 




OSHKOSH

EAA AirVenture 2010
Anything mechanical that flies may show up for AirVenture, one of the greatest aviation gatherings in the world. See more than 10,000 airplanes: home-built, antique, passenger jets, cargo planes and ultra-lights. Daily air shows feature Warbirds, home-builds’ and aerobatic exhibitions.  Legendary rock group Chicago performs July 26 and EAA celebrates the 75th anniversary of the DC-3 with some 25 planes, likely the last time this many will ever fly together. PH;920-426-4800  http://www.airventure.org 
JULY 31 






MADISON

1940s Style Hangar Benefit Dance 
Get out your fly-boy suit, army jacket, navy hat and dance all night in this return to yesteryear fling.  Big band music by Ladies Must Swing  jazz band consisting of “19 energetic dames”.  Vintage wear encouraged. Prizes for best dressed couple and dancers When: July 31, 2010  7:00p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Where: Wisconsin Aviation, 3606 Corben Court, Madison  just off Hwy.#51 How Much: $15pp  advance or $17pp at the door 

More Information/Tickets:  ladiesmustswing@yahoo.com or (608) 698-8944
JULY 31

ALBANY

Amish Quilt Auction 

100's of handcrafted quilts, quilt tops, pillows, furniture, and other items created by Amish artisans.
www. http://www.greencounty.org/   PH:  608-897-8500

AUGUST 


 

AUGUST – (Up to the 20th)



MANITOWOC

Seeking MS Space Debris Pagent
Queen of all that is Sputnik   The organizers of Sputnikfest 2010 are seeking 6-8 contestants to vie for the title of Miss Space Debris, Queen Of All That Is Sputnik—the glitteriest jewel in the tiara of what is arguably one of the Top Seven “Scholarship Pageants” in the entirety of Manitowoc County. Miss Space Debris will reign supreme over the early-September event and be showered with a plethora of out-of-this-world prizes. She will also be responsible for appearing in a handful of promotional events scattered throughout the following year. The competition will take place in the early-evening hours of Friday, September 10, and consist of four (4) parts total: an entrance parade, a Space-Age evening attire walk-off, a display of talent and a brief question-and-answer period. All interested parties should submit their name, contact number and favorite science-fiction character (and why this character has attained such lofty status), as well as a photograph to: Rahr-West Art Museum, 610 North Eighth Street, Manitowoc WI 54220 ATTN: Miss Space Debris. Please submit your application no later than Friday, August 20, 2010. A Sputnikfest representative will contact you with further details as the event approaches. For further information, please call Tim Gadzinski at 920-242-3332

AUGUST 1 (complete schedule announced in summer) 
GREEN BAY
Packers Training Camp
Some of the best Packer football action is free. Come to training camp workouts and watch pre-season team drills. Packer fans from around the world line the fences of Clarke Hinkle Field, east of Lambeau Field, to get an up-close look at favorite veterans, stars and rookies as they work to become a team of champions.  PH 920-569-7500 http://www.packerstrainingcamp.com 
AUGUST 5-15






WEST ALLIS
Wisconsin State Fair 

Holsteins, cream-puffs,Percherons, cotton candy, Hampshire lambs, dairy queens, racing pigs, rock bands,  slicer-dicers, Tilt-O-Whirl, 200 food vendors, 700 exhibitors, one million visitors, a Mid-way of raging hormones -- oh my! Many events say, “something for everybody”. This one delivers. 1-800-884-FAIR/3247, http://www.wistatefair.com

AUGUST 7







RIPON

Ripon Cookie Days
CookieTown USA comes alive with a fun family festival featuring children's activities, entertainment, food, prizes, the Cookie Blaster Rocket Shop, the cookie Bake & Taste competition, horse drawn wagon rides and Cookie Drops. www.ripon-wi.com  PH: 920-748-6764


AUGUST 8







BARNEVELD

Vintage Days at Botham Vinyards
Vintage and rare automobiles and racecars will be showcased on the grounds of the vineyard,  at the peak of its growing season. EnjoyBotham wines, picnic foods and live music on the terrace. Period-correct attire welcomed and strongly encouraged. The featured marque is Alfa Romeo. 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults $7.00 • Children Under 12  Free – All registration fees as well as a portion of the day's proceeds will be donated to the Iowa County Humane Society, Dodgeville PH:1-888-478-9463 http://www.bothamvineyards.com/vc.html 
AUGUST 9-15







HAVEN
92nd PGA Championship 

One of the four most prestigious annual professional golf tournaments, The PGA Championship returns to Whistling Straits on the shore of Lake Michigan north of Sheboygan. The world’s premier players compete for the Wanamaker Trophy on Pete Dye’s spectacular and challenging course. Tickets are on sale now. New for 2010: each ticketed adult may bring in four juniors (17 and under) free.  1-800-618-5535; www.pga.com/pgachampionship/2010

AUGUST 13-15






GREEN BAY
Baylake Bank Tall Ship Festival 
Green Bay is one of only six ports in North America to host the 2010 Tall Ship Festival. Experience maritime life during tours and sailings on twelve vintage vessels, including Wisconsin’s own schooner, S/V Denis Sullivan.  920-497-5664; www.tallshipgreenbay.com

AUGUST 13-15






JANESVILLE

National Water Ski Show Tournament
Watch as the best water skiers in the nation compete to see who is the best of the best.When:  August 13-15, 2010 – competition all day Where:  Traxler Park, 600 N. Main Street, Janesville   How Much:  Free – donations appreciated More Information:  608-757-3171  www.rockaquajays.org  or 800-487-2757 www.janesvillecvb.com 
AUGUST 15







MADISON

Ballroom and Latin Dance Showcase  

Tempo Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio present a day of dance with an evening dinner highlighted by a Latin five-dance performance by world professional champions, Andre and Natalie Paramonov, of Canada When:  August 15, 2010 – Noon- amateur exhibition; Reception 5PM, Dinner 6PM-Show 7:30PM   Where:  Monona Terrace  – Madison How Much:  Tickets $25 Gen. Admission; Dinner, Dance, Show-$65; Dance & Show $40; Everything $90 More Information:  608-628-0773   or  www.tempodancemadison.com
AUGUST 19-22    EAU CLAIRE & THE GREAT RIVER ROAD

OpenAir Classic V - Convertible Tour 

A four-day non-competitive backroads tour for topless cars. Limited to 200 convertibles of any maker or vintage (the tour is sold out by spectators are invited to see the cars as they tour). Routes will include drives in the Greater Eau Claire Area to the Mississippi River on the Great River Road in Wisconsin and Minnesota. On Saturday Aug 21 from 3-5PM there will be a Convertible Concours at the site of the Fourneir’s Ballroom where rock legend Buddy Holly performed just days before his tragic plane crash in 1959. Saturday evening there will be an “OpenAir All Star Rockin’ Revue” with Buddy Holly and Johnny Cash impersonators. Some tickets awarded by random draw to visitors at the car show. www.OpenAirTours.com  
AUGUST 28 – 29
 MINERAL POINT-BLUE MOUNDS-MADISON Bike Races & Ride: Un-Named Epic Race 
and Ride the Drive with Lance
On Aug. 28 a spectacular 75 mile off-road race “The Un-named Epic” will bring up to 800 riders to a major national biking event starting in Mineral Point and running across steep, rugged terrain in Wisconsin’s Driftless Area to Blue Mounds. This area was included in the 2016 Chicago Olympic bid. On Sunday everyone is invited to Madison to  “Ride the Drive” (scenic John Nolan Drive along Lake Monona through downtown Madison) with Lance Armstrong.  “Epic” PH: (414) 431-0559 x16  www.UnnamedEpic.com;  “Ride”  PH: 608-266-6517- http://www.cityofmadison.com/transportation/ridethedrive/about.cfm 
SEPTEMBER  
SEPTEMBER 3-4





PRAIRIE DU SAC
Wisconsin State Cow Chip Throw 
Grab a chip and let ‘er fly!  The men’s record (Greg Neumaier,1991) is 248 ft. The women’s record  (Terry Wallschleger, 2005) is 157 ft.  PH:608-643-4317; http://www.wiscowchip.com

SEPTEMBER 3-4





 
SHEBOYGAN
Dairyland Surf Classic 

Surf City, here we come! Sheboygan, A.K.A. “Malibu of the Midwest,” has hosted freshwater surfing events for 22 years. Surfing competition is Saturday and Sunday mornings with music, food and family festivities all week. 1-800-689-0290; http://www.visitsheboygan.com
SEPTEMBER 10





MANITOWOC

MS Space Debris Pagent 
The competition will take place in the early-evening hours of Friday, September 10, and consist of four (4) parts total: an entrance parade, a Space-Age evening attire walk-off, a display of talent and a brief question-and-answer period. See August events for more details. PH: 920-242-3332
SEPTEMBER 17-19






MONROE
Cheese Days
Held every two years, this amazing celebration features everything cheese and the rich Swiss heritage of Green County. Sample cheeses, hear Swiss Alphorns and bells, see a Swiss fashion show, join a cooking class,  watch the huge parade (Sunday at 12:30PM) What a great way to wrap up summer and get ready for the harvest season! PH:  608.325.7771 http://www.cheesedays.com/
FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated 4-8-10)
WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 
Wisconsin 2010 Spring/Summer Events Guide 
OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)
Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC
Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
