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Wisconsin Survey – Fall 2011
Congressional and State Legislature Approval
Biggest Problem Facing Wisconsin

Courts

Survey Information:
Random Selection, Landline and Cell Telephone Survey

Number of Adult Wisconsin Residents:  482

Interview Period: 11/1/11 – 11/10/11

Margin of Error: +/- 5% at the 95% confidence level.

· NOTE: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.

Now I’d like to ask you about some major political figures and your opinion on how well they are doing their job. For each of the following, please tell me whether you strongly approve, approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove with the way the person is doing their job or whether you have not heard of them. [ROTATE]

	
	Strongly Approve
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Strongly Disapprove
	Have Not Heard Of
	Not Sure
	Refused

	Wisconsin State Legislature
	3%
	34%
	33%
	15%
	3%
	12%
	<1%

	US Congress


	2%
	21%
	48%
	21%
	1%
	8%
	<1%

	Wisconsin Supreme Court
	3%
	43%
	23%
	7%
	3%
	21%
	1%

	Tea Party


	6%
	25%
	23%
	25%
	6%
	15%
	0%

	Occupy Wall Street Movement
	9%
	26%
	22%
	15%
	16%
	12%
	<1%


Percentages of those who had heard of the person and did not refuse

	
	Strongly Approve
	Approve
	Disapprove
	Strongly Disapprove

	Wisconsin State Legislature
	3%
	40%
	39%
	18%

	US Congress
	2%
	23%
	52%
	23%

	Wisconsin Supreme Court
	4%
	57%
	30%
	9%

	Tea Party
	8%
	32%
	29%
	32%

	Occupy Wall Street Movement
	13%
	36%
	30%
	21%


Please tell me what you feel is the most important problem facing the State of Wisconsin? (Open-ended)

1. Economy and Jobs

42%

2. Government Dissatisfaction*
23%

3. Budget and Taxes

11%

4. Education


6%

5. Health Care


4%

6. Collective Bargaining Issues**
4%

Other (1% or less each of total responses)
5%



Poverty





Crime






Price of Gas



Senior Issues



Road Repair



Immigration



Other (1 mention each)

Not Sure



1%

None




<1%

Refused



2%

*Government Dissatisfaction = (in order of number of responses – most to least)

· nearly half of the responses within this category said that the governor is the biggest problem facing the state. 

· general comments about government not functioning in the interests of the people

· comments about the recall elections; most of the comments in this section were that the recall elections were hindering government getting its job done and wasting public money

· polarization and fighting between the parties

· a nearly even split of respondents saying Republicans or Democrats were the biggest problem

· government in general is the problem 

· bureaucrats

· the president

· the federal government
**Collective Bargaining Issues

· nearly even number of responses between a general mention of the collective bargaining issue as the problem, and more specific comments about the public employee collective bargaining removal issue being the problem, union—busting more generally, and those who said they thought the new collective bargaining law is a good thing and the problem is those who oppose it. 

Overall, what would you say is your level of confidence in the US Supreme Court? Would you say you have a great deal of confidence, some confidence, only a little confidence, or no confidence at all?




A great deal of confidence
11%



Some confidence
56%



Only a little confidence
25%



No confidence

6%



Not Sure

2%
And what would you say is your level of confidence in the Wisconsin Supreme Court? Would you say you have a great deal of confidence, some confidence, only a little confidence, or no confidence at all?




A great deal of confidence
7%



Some confidence
51%



Only a little confidence
23%



No confidence

11%



Not Sure

8%

What is your level of confidence in the courts in your local community? Would you say you have a great deal of confidence, some confidence, only a little confidence, or no confidence at all?




A great deal of confidence
26%



Some confidence
48%



Only a little confidence
14%



No confidence

5%



Not Sure

8%
In the contest for Wisconsin Supreme Court justice last April, did you vote for JoAnne Kloppenburg or David Prosser, or did you not vote in this election?




JoAnne Kloppenburg
34%



David Prosser

27%



Did not vote

35%



Not Sure/Don’t Recall
5%
Just from what you know would you say that JoAnne Kloppenburg is a liberal, a moderate, or a 
conservative, or are you not sure?




Liberal


35%



Moderate

12%



Conservative

3%



Not Sure

51%
Just from what you know would you say that David Prosser is a liberal, a moderate, a conservative, or are you not sure?




Liberal


3%



Moderate

9%



Conservative

46%



Not Sure

42%
In the U.S. states use different methods to select members of their state’s Supreme Court. I will read you a brief description of the different methods used. For each one please tell me if you would Favor or Oppose using that method here in Wisconsin to select members to our State Supreme Court. The first selection method is a …..

	Method


	Favor
	Oppose
	Not Sure
	NA/

Refused

	Partisan Election in which the candidate’s party affiliation is listed on the voting ballot
	58%
	32%
	9%
	1%

	Nonpartisan Election in which the candidate’s party affiliation is Not on the Voting ballot
	40%
	53%
	6%
	1%

	Have the Governor or State Legislature appoint the members to the court
	15%
	80%
	6%
	<1%

	Have a nonpartisan commission nominate qualified candidates and then have the governor selects one of those nominees to serve on the court.
	38%
	56%
	6%
	<1%


Historical Comparisons

Biggest Problem Facing Wisconsin

	 
	Taxes & Budget
	Education
	Economy & Jobs
	Health Care
	Environment
	Welfare Issues
	Crime/ Drugs
	Gas Prices
	Gov't Dissatisfaction

	Fall '94
	21%
	-
	7%
	3%
	1%
	21%
	27%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '95
	21%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	2%
	14%
	15%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '96
	14%
	7%
	11%
	2%
	1%
	15%
	16%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '97
	18%
	12%
	5%
	2%
	5%
	10%
	15%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '98
	30%
	11%
	5%
	2%
	2%
	6%
	7%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '99
	29%
	20%
	6%
	4%
	3%
	5%
	9%
	NA
	NA

	Fall '00
	26%
	13%
	13%
	8%
	7%
	5%
	4%
	NA
	NA

	Sp '02
	51%
	14%
	7%
	1%
	2%
	3%
	1%
	0
	5%

	Fall '02
	49%
	11%
	13%
	4%
	<1%
	<1%
	3%
	0
	8%

	Sp '03
	54%
	10%
	20%
	4%
	<1%
	1%
	1%
	<1%
	2%

	Sp '04
	30%
	9%
	32%
	4%
	1%
	1%
	3%
	<1%
	4%

	Sp '05
	40%
	15%
	15%
	8%
	3%
	<1%
	4%
	3%
	2%

	Fall '05
	29%
	9%
	14%
	6%
	3%
	1%
	5%
	6%
	6%

	Sp '06
	26%
	12%
	15%
	10%
	2%
	2%
	3%
	7%
	7%

	Sp '07
	22%
	12%
	14%
	14%
	1%
	3%
	5%
	3%
	6%

	Fall '07
	35%
	8%
	9%
	9%
	2%
	1%
	3%
	5%
	11%

	Sp '08 
	33%
	7%
	21%
	7%
	2%
	3%
	6%
	6%
	6%

	Sp '10
	21%
	7%
	54%
	2%
	1%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	5%

	Fall '11
	11%
	6%
	42%
	4%
	<1%
	<1%
	1%
	1%
	23%


State Legislature Approval Rating

	Spring ‘03
	Fall ‘03
	Spring '06
	Spring '07
	Spring '09
	Spring '10
	Fall '11

	49%
	53%
	50%
	57%
	46%
	32%
	37%


Congressional Approval Rating

	Spring ‘07
	Fall ‘07
	Spring '08
	Fall '08
	Spring '09
	Spring '10
	Fall ‘10
	Fall '11

	37%
	26%
	27%
	16%
	39%
	14%
	18%
	23%


FROM the SPRING 2008 WISCONSIN SURVEY
Which of the following most closely matches your own view about Wisconsin Supreme Court elections:

	Wisconsin State Supreme Court elections should be abolished. The Governor should appoint the justices with approval of the State Senate

	17%

	Keep Wisconsin Supreme Court elections but publicly fund them. Candidates would not be allowed to raise money from interest groups 
	30%

	Wisconsin State Supreme Court elections should be more restricted in fundraising and spending than they currently are, but not publicly financed
	27%

	Wisconsin State Supreme Court elections should be run the same as they currently are
	18%

	Not Sure
	8%

	Refused
	<1%


Which view about interest groups running ads during Wisconsin Supreme Court campaigns most closely matches your own:

	Interest group ads distort the race from the candidates’ own ads
	61%

	Interest group ads give important information to voters
	27%

	Not Sure
	10%

	Refused
	1%


