Eight Romantic Getaways 

…in and around Wisconsin 
THE OLD RITTENHOUSE INN – Bayfield, WI

301 Rittenhouse Avenue, Bayfield, WI, 54814  PH: 715-779-5111 www.RittenhouseInn.com
With glowing reviews by major travel and dining magazines, Old Rittenhouse Inn (and her sister property, Chateau Boutin) are romantic Victorians offering a variety of rooms with Jacuzzis, fireplaces, four-posters and views of spectacular Lake Superior and the Apostle Islands. Lovingly restored by former Madisonians Jerry and Mary Phillips and now in the able hands of son Mark and daughter-in-law Wendy, the inns’ twenty guest rooms are what others aspire to be. Acclaimed for gourmet dining, Rittenhouse was a leader of the “slow food movement” before it had a name. The Inn is listed in the best seller “1000 Things to Do Before You Die”. Special themed weekend packages feature red wine, chocolates, Valentines Day, birding, martinis and a “Wild Gourmet” dinner. Take your partner for a romantic hike along the secluded white sand beach at Big Bay State Park on Madeline Island, take the Apostle Islands Sunset Cruise, charter a sailboat or catch a show at Big Top Chautauqua. In winter go for a sled dog ride or climb aboard the wind sled and get blown over to Madeline Island.    

MAPLE WOOD LODGE – Mineral Point, WI

2950 State Highway 39,  Mineral Point, WI 53565 1.608.987.2324      

www.MapleWoodlodge.com
Here’s a secluded paradise on a beautiful country estate just past historic Mineral Point. Maple Wood Lodge is a comfortable two level post-and-beam home set on 26 wooded acres.  Operated by partners John Fetters and the actor Coleman, it’s a showcase of work by local artists with a fully-equipped kitchen, living room, dining room, three bedrooms, two baths, Jacuzzi, stereo, satellite TV, internet access and a sky full of twinkling stars. Hike, bike or ski in-season. A quick trip to town takes you to galleries, artist studios, theatre and shops. Fine dining options include Brewery Creek Pub (microbrewery) or “ Café Four” on Commerce Street.      

BREWERY CREEK INN -  Mineral Point

234 Commerce Street,  Mineral Point, WI 53565  608-987-3298 www.BreweryCreek.com 

www.MineralPoint.com 

If you’ve ever longed for a cozy cottage, this is for you. Two beautiful Cornish homes are available for rent ($169 /night) through the Brewery Creek Inn. The Miner’s Cottage is a romantic little nest that has been lived in continuously since it was built in 1836. There’s a fireplace in the living room and a fully equipped kitchen.  Near-by, perfect for two couples is the two-unit Springside Cottage. Each unit ($169/night)  has a living room, fireplace stove, kitchen/dining area and queen sized bed. A basket of tasty breakfast rolls, cereal and treats is included.

Just a few blocks up Commerce Street Brewery Creek Inn offers five elegant rooms ($149-189/night) each with bathrobes, double Whirlpool, gas fireplaces, private bath, satellite TV and wireless internet . Downstairs Brewery Creek Restaurant and Micro-Brewery serves great meals – and craft-brewed beer.

Hosts, Deborah and Jeff Donaghue, will welcome you and help plan a walking tour, visits to galleries, shopping, book stores and attractions. The newly renovated Opera House will open in April, Alley Stage theater presents original plays (including “Love Bites II” February 12-14) and Shake Rag Alley Center for the Arts offers classes throughout the year.    

THE INN AT WAWANISSEE POINT – Near Devils Lake, Baraboo

E13609 Tower Road,  Baraboo, Wisconsin (WI) 53913  608-355-9899
www.InnatWawanisseePoint.com  www.Baraboo.com 

Experience exquisite Euro-quality luxury and hospitality in this modern Bavarian-style mountain lodge.  It’s south of Baraboo, about fifty-minutes north of Madison VIA Hwy 12 with a short jog east into the Baraboo Range near Devil’s Lake State Park. From the tall front windows of this majestic inn look out over Lake Wisconsin and see the State Capitol Dome thirty-five miles away. 

Dave and Trudy Holdener are your hosts at this remarkable forty-two acre estate opened just five years ago. “Wawanissee” is a Ho-Chunk word that translates as “beautiful” and the Inn more than lives up to that.  Hospitality comes naturally to Dave and Trudy. He served guests as food and beverage manager of Chicago’s Palmer House while Trudy pampered Lufthansa passengers as a flight attendant. Today they welcome you with wine and cheese in a cozy bar room overlooking the Lake Wisconsin basin. 

Choose from four luxurious rooms ($229-259, two night minimum)  The “TePee Room,” Mission styled with a private balcony; “Bordeaux,” with two person whirlpool;  “Bird’s Nest” features a massage tub; “Secret Garden” is privacy plus with a canopy bed. Amenities include plush robes, satellite HD-TV, internet and access to private estate grounds.

Each morning Trudy prepares a hearty gourmet country breakfast. You’re greeted with brewed coffee and fruit salad followed by an extravagant variety of creations like corn muffins, coffee cake, scones, granola, farm-fresh egg frittatas or eggs en cocotte.

Near-by jaunts take you to shops or the Al Ringling Theater in Baraboo, eagle spotting in Sauk Prairie, wine tasting at Wollersheim Winery or gaming at HoChunk Casino.

THE FOUR SEASONS – Chicago, IL

120 East Delaware Place, Chicago, Illinois  PH: 312-280-8800
http://fourseasons.com/chicagofs/index.html
When the occasion calls for the finest of getaways, Chicago and the uber-elegant Four Seasons are a comfortable cruise down the Interstate. This award-winning hotel is the choice of many notables and celebrities and everyone is accorded “A-list” treatment. Even the least expensive room is exceptionally comfortable, should you decide to stay in. But you’re in Chicago and Romance is calling! Walk Michigan Avenue, do a little shopping and then visit Rembrandt, Van Gogh and Monet at the Art Institute. Stroll Millennium Park where Frank Geary’s Pitzker Pavilion, Cloud Gate and Crown Fountain leave no doubt that you’re in a city in love with architecture and big dreams. Ask the concierge for this week’s dining recommendations. And oh, did we mention that our President calls this town “home”? 
CONCOURSE HOTEL & GOVERNOR’S CLUB – Madison, WI

1 West Dayton St, Madison, Wisconsin 53703  608-257-6000 http://www.concoursehotel.com/hotel/
What? A getaway in Madison? Well, yes!  Save gas and travel time. Just minutes away enjoy the swanky Governor’s Club with special concierge services. Get free parking, keyed access, a spacious room, king bed, cocktail hour, hors d oeuvres, open bar service, complimentary breakfast and an exceptional view of the Capitol. The rich and famous, visiting celebs, VIPs and assorted politicians will share tales at the private bar. Nearby State Street is always amusing and the Overture Center, museums and the Capitol beckon. Romantic dining options abound. Enjoy local treasures you’ve been too busy to visit and make some memories in your own community with someone special.   And for dining? Of course, there’s all of Madison out there, but really need go no farther that the hotel’s own excellent Dayton Street Grille. 
THE RADISSON PAPER VALLEY – Appleton 

333 W. College Avenue, Appleton WI 54911   1-800-395-7046  http://www.radisson.com/appletonwi           www.foxcities.org 

Head for the heart of the Fox Cities. Radisson Paper Valley has earned a reputation for comfortable rooms and friendly service. A fitness center, full sized pool, internet access, sports bar and coffee shop café are in the hotel.  Rates range from $112-$184 per night –ask about specials. On the premises is Lombardi’s Steak House, one of Wisconsin’s finest restaurants. It’s a virtual museum of authentic, priceless collectibles on long-term loan from the Legend’s family. 
The Fox Cities sparkle with a magnificent new Performing Arts Center featuring top shows and concerts, the fascinating Houdini Museum, an edgy Visual Arts Center, jazzy talent at Lawrence University, superb collections of glass at the Bergstrom-Mahler Museum, excellent restaurants and the best shopping this side of the Mall of America. 
In fact, NFL teams stay here when they play the Packers – so – how’s this for romantic - maybe you’ll get to sleep in Brett Favre’s bed!   That thought should quicken the pace of most any heart!   

THE MANDOLIN INN – Dubuque, IA 

199 Loras Boulevard, Dubuque    PH: 563-556-0069

www.mandolininn.com
This Victorian mansion was built by one of Dubuque’s pioneers and features eight guest rooms, extraordinary woodwork, art and antiques. The elegant inn takes its name from the mandolin player gracing a priceless Tiffany window. Innkeeper Ann Boynton, a former Dane County resident, is attentive, gracious and serves fabulous full breakfasts. For a touch of Hollywood ask for the cheery “Sunset Suite” and sleep in the bed Kevin Costner enjoyed while visiting for a recent Field of Dreams movie reunion. Stroll along the ridge in Eagle Park for stunning views of the Mississippi, sip cabernet at Stone Cliff Winery and ride up the bluff on the Fenlon Place Elevator. For romantic dining try Pepper Sprout (Midwest Cuisine) or Catfish Charlie’s Supper Club.   

Gary Knowles, based in Madison, is a communications consultant and author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book – 30 Spectacular Auto Tours. 

