MEMORIAL DAY to LABOR DAY 2010
by Gary Knowles  UPDATED 7-30-10
Gary Knowles is a Madison based travel writer,  author of The Great Wisconsin Touring Book- 30 Spectacular Auto Tours

Remember: Avoid disappointment. Always check for schedule changes before heading to events.   For more events: www.TravelWisconsin.com
JULY 


 

JULY 26 – AUGUST 1 




OSHKOSH

EAA AirVenture 2010
Anything mechanical that flies may show up for AirVenture, one of the greatest aviation gatherings in the world. See more than 10,000 airplanes: home-built, antique, passenger jets, cargo planes and ultra-lights. Daily air shows feature Warbirds, home-builds’ and aerobatic exhibitions.  Legendary rock group Chicago performs July 26 and EAA celebrates the 75th anniversary of the DC-3 with some 25 planes, likely the last time this many will ever fly together. PH;920-426-4800  http://www.airventure.org 
JULY 29-AUGUST 1





MILWAUKEE

Milwaukee Comedy Fest
The Milwaukee Comedy Festival features some of the best professional comedy from across the country. Now celebrating 5 years of laughs, The Fest features live sketch and improv comedy, stand up and funny videos over 4 days. Hundreds of comedians from across the country, 4 days packed full of live shows, workshops, special events and more! Give-a-ways, drink specials and door prizes. The Milwaukee Comedy Festival was founded in 2006 to bring comedians together to strengthen and expand the existing comedy scene in Milwaukee. The Festival aspires to create an active comedy environment where audiences are laughing and performers can hone their craft producing new and exciting comedy. www.milwaukeecomedy.com/festival
414-698-8991  Off Broadway Theatre,  342 N Water St, Milwaukee, WI 53202
JULY 31 






MADISON

1940s Style Hangar Benefit Dance 
Get out your fly-boy suit, army jacket, navy hat and dance all night in this return to yesteryear fling.  Big band music by Ladies Must Swing  jazz band consisting of “19 energetic dames”.  Vintage wear encouraged. Prizes for best dressed couple and dancers When: July 31, 2010  7:00p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Where: Wisconsin Aviation, 3606 Corben Court, Madison  just off Hwy.#51 How Much: $15pp  advance or $17pp at the door 

More Information/Tickets:  ladiesmustswing@yahoo.com or (608) 698-8944
JULY 31

ALBANY

Amish Quilt Auction 

100's of handcrafted quilts, quilt tops, pillows, furniture, and other items created by Amish artisans.
www. http://www.greencounty.org/   PH:  608-897-8500

AUGUST 


 

AUGUST – (Up to the 20th)



MANITOWOC

Seeking MS Space Debris Pagent
Queen of all that is Sputnik   The organizers of Sputnikfest 2010 are seeking 6-8 contestants to vie for the title of Miss Space Debris, Queen Of All That Is Sputnik—the glitteriest jewel in the tiara of what is arguably one of the Top Seven “Scholarship Pageants” in the entirety of Manitowoc County. Miss Space Debris will reign supreme over the early-September event and be showered with a plethora of out-of-this-world prizes. She will also be responsible for appearing in a handful of promotional events scattered throughout the following year. The competition will take place in the early-evening hours of Friday, September 10, and consist of four (4) parts total: an entrance parade, a Space-Age evening attire walk-off, a display of talent and a brief question-and-answer period. All interested parties should submit their name, contact number and favorite science-fiction character (and why this character has attained such lofty status), as well as a photograph to: Rahr-West Art Museum, 610 North Eighth Street, Manitowoc WI 54220 ATTN: Miss Space Debris. Please submit your application no later than Friday, August 20, 2010. A Sputnikfest representative will contact you with further details as the event approaches. For further information, please call Tim Gadzinski at 920-242-3332

AUGUST 1 (complete schedule  –SEE LINK) 
GREEN BAY
Packers Training Camp& Family Night (Aug 7)
Some of the best Packer football action is free. Come to training camp workouts and watch pre-season team drills. Packer fans from around the world line the fences of Clarke Hinkle Field, east of Lambeau Field, to get an up-close look at favorite veterans, stars and rookies as they work to become a team of champions. For the full Packers Training Camp experience, be sure to attend Family Night. The event, which is scheduled for August 7 inside Lambeau Field, features on-field football drills, an intra-squad scrimmage and concludes with fireworks. Packers Family Night is affordable football fun for the whole family!  Tickets are $10 and can be purchased online or at the Packers Ticket Office at Lambeau Field.  PH 920-569-7500 http://www.packerstrainingcamp.com/practice_schedule/ 
AUGUST 5-15






WEST ALLIS
Wisconsin State Fair 

Holsteins, cream-puffs,Percherons, cotton candy, Hampshire lambs, dairy queens, racing pigs, rock bands,  slicer-dicers, Tilt-O-Whirl, 200 food vendors, 700 exhibitors, one million visitors, a Mid-way of raging hormones -- oh my! Many events say, “something for everybody”. This one delivers. 1-800-884-FAIR/3247, http://www.wistatefair.com

AUGUST 6-8





WISCONSIN RAPIDS

Betty Boop Festival 

If you’re a Betty Boop fan, don’t miss the official Betty Boop Festival Wisconsin in

August. The festival will mark the anniversary of Betty Boop’s animation debut on Aug.

9, 1930, and honors Grim Natwick, a Wisconsin Rapids native and Betty’s original top

animator at Fleischer Studios, for his lifelong achievements. The event will showcase an

expanded Grim Natwick animation exhibit, scenic motorcycle tours, an animated film

festival, visual art gallery and an animation art collectors show. www.bettyboopfestivalwi.com

AUGUST 7 







MIDDLETON

National Mustard Day
The festivities officially kick off at 10:00 a.m. with POUPON U's Dean of Students leading the throngs in the POUPON U Fight Song, backed up by the POUPON U Accordion Band. STAFF INFECTION and the RED HOT HORN DAWGS round out the music stage. Free Oscar Mayer hot dogs, while they last. Free when slathered with mustard, that is. Donations greatly appreciated - proceeds from hot dog donations and the many mustard games we'll have go to Restoring Hope Transplant House. The folks from Klement's will be grilling bratwurst sliders and you'll get to meet one of the famous Miller Park Klement's Sausage Racers along with the French's mascot and the Silver Spring walking mustard jar. And you'll get to meet the Grey Poupon people, too. 

10:00 to 4:00, rain or shine (preferably shine). 1-800-438-6878 www.MustardMuseum.com 

AUGUST 7







RIPON

Ripon Cookie Days
CookieTown USA comes alive with a fun family festival featuring children's activities, entertainment, food, prizes, the Cookie Blaster Rocket Shop, the cookie Bake & Taste competition, horse drawn wagon rides and Cookie Drops. www.ripon-wi.com  PH: 920-748-6764

AUGUST 7-8






SEYMOUR

Hamburger Fest and Balloon Rally 

Hungry hamburger fans will want to visit Seymour, the “Home of the Hamburger” as it pays tribute to hamburger inventor Charles Nagreen. According to local legend, Nagreen served the first burger

in 1885 at the Outagamie County Fair. The accomplishment is honored by a 14-foot statue of “Hamburger Charlie.” Kids of all ages will enjoy numerous games, music all day, hot air balloons

ascending over the city, the ketchup slide, burger press and hamburger-eating contest, as well as the World’s Largest Hamburger Parade. 920-833-6688; http:// www.homeofthehamburger.org

AUGUST 7-8





MIDDLETON

Centurion Cycling 

Experience your own Tour de France for a day right here in Wisconsin, outside of Madison. The course will include the difficult hills of Blue Mounds State Park and is designed to appeal to the serious, competitive and recreational cyclist. The Centurion will offer 25, 50 and 100 mile options. There will be technical, medical and race support, traffic control, gourmet food stations, sports expo and training seminars. 1-877-377-2373; http://www.centurioncycling.com/wisconsin/

AUGUST 8







BARNEVELD

Vintage Days at Botham Vinyards
Vintage and rare automobiles and racecars will be showcased on the grounds of the vineyard,  at the peak of its growing season. EnjoyBotham wines, picnic foods and live music on the terrace. Period-correct attire welcomed and strongly encouraged. The featured marque is Alfa Romeo. 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults $7.00 • Children Under 12  Free – All registration fees as well as a portion of the day's proceeds will be donated to the Iowa County Humane Society, Dodgeville PH:1-888-478-9463 http://www.bothamvineyards.com/vc.html 
AUGUST 9-15







HAVEN
92nd PGA Championship 

One of the four most prestigious annual professional golf tournaments, The PGA Championship returns to Whistling Straits on the shore of Lake Michigan north of Sheboygan. The world’s premier players compete for the Wanamaker Trophy on Pete Dye’s spectacular and challenging course. Tickets are on sale now. New for 2010: each ticketed adult may bring in four juniors (17 and under) free.  1-800-618-5535; www.pga.com/pgachampionship/2010

AUGUST 13-15






GREEN BAY
Baylake Bank Tall Ship Festival 
Green Bay is one of only six ports in North America to host the 2010 Tall Ship Festival. Experience maritime life during tours and sailings on twelve vintage vessels, including Wisconsin’s own schooner, S/V Denis Sullivan.  920-497-5664; www.tallshipgreenbay.com

AUGUST 13-15






JANESVILLE

National Water Ski Show Tournament
Watch as the best water skiers in the nation compete to see who is the best of the best.When:  August 13-15, 2010 – competition all day Where:  Traxler Park, 600 N. Main Street, Janesville   How Much:  Free – donations appreciated More Information:  608-757-3171  www.rockaquajays.org  or 800-487-2757 www.janesvillecvb.com 
AUGUST 15







MADISON

Ballroom and Latin Dance Showcase  

Tempo Ballroom & Latin Dance Studio present a day of dance with an evening dinner highlighted by a Latin five-dance performance by world professional champions, Andre and Natalie Paramonov, of Canada When:  August 15, 2010 – Noon- amateur exhibition; Reception 5PM, Dinner 6PM-Show 7:30PM   Where:  Monona Terrace  – Madison How Much:  Tickets $25 Gen. Admission; Dinner, Dance, Show-$65; Dance & Show $40; Everything $90 More Information:  608-628-0773   or  www.tempodancemadison.com
AUGUST 19-22    EAU CLAIRE & THE GREAT RIVER ROAD

OpenAir Classic V - Convertible Tour 

A four-day non-competitive backroads tour for topless cars. Limited to 200 convertibles of any maker or vintage (the tour is sold out by spectators are invited to see the cars as they tour). Routes will include drives in the Greater Eau Claire Area to the Mississippi River on the Great River Road in Wisconsin and Minnesota. On Saturday Aug 21 from 3-5PM there will be a Convertible Concours at the site of the Fourneir’s Ballroom where rock legend Buddy Holly performed just days before his tragic plane crash in 1959. Saturday evening there will be an “OpenAir All Star Rockin’ Revue” with Buddy Holly and Johnny Cash impersonators. Some tickets awarded by random draw to visitors at the car show. www.OpenAirTours.com  
AUGUST 19-22





ELKHART LAKE

Road America Time Warner Cable Road Race Showcase (ALMS) 

Experience four action-packed days at the world’s fastest road racing circuit. Elite sports cars test Road America's sweeping straights and tight turns at amazing speeds. Open ALMS grid, autographs, tech talks, fan forums, car corrals and a Tour de Road America bike event are also featured.

1-800-365-7223; http://www.roadamerica.com

AUGUST 19-22





SUN PRAIRIE

Sweet Corn Festival Sun Prairie
The delicious smell of steamed sweet corn fills the air as more than 100,000 visitors take

to Angell Park to celebrate one of America’s favorite summer treats. More than 70 tons

of the mouth-watering corn is sold during the event, which also includes family

entertainment, a kiddie korner, animal tent, live bands, carnival rides, midget auto racing

and craft shows. 1-800-400-6162; http://www.sunprairiechamber.com

AUGUST 19-22





MILWAUKEE

30th Anniversary Irish Fest 

Visit Milwaukee Irish Fest, the world’s largest celebration of Irish music and culture,

showcasing more than 100 entertainment acts annually at the four-day, 16-stage event

at Maier Festival Park on Lake Michigan. Passionately committed to igniting a love of

Irish culture in all people, Irish Fest teaches Ireland’s music, dance, sports, culture,

children’s activities and genealogy at the festival and through yearlong programming.

414-476-3378; http://www.irishfest.com

AUGUST 25-SEPT 11





BAYFIELD

Lighthouse Keepers Celebration
Special Lighthouse Cruises and Tours of the Historic Apostle Islands Lighthouses, Visiting Artists and Authors, Keeper's Reunion Day and Dinner, Photography Contest, and Park Service Lectures.  Welcome past Keepers, their relatives, and volunteer Keepers on this special day reserved to recognize them. Learn about lighthouses from people who have experienced them first hand. PH:  800-779-4487  http://www.lighthousecelebration.com/ctt.htm 
AUGUST 27-29




MILWAUKEE


Mexican Fiesta Milwaukee
Sights and sounds from south of the border travel north each summer to the Summerfest

grounds for Mexican Fiesta. Highlights include mariachi bands, dancing to Latin rhythms,

“el grito” and “salsa-renge” contests, a jalapeño pepper-eating contest, a custom car

show, and plenty of delicious traditional Mexican fare.

414-383-7066; http://www.mexicanfiesta.org

AUGUST 27-28




SUPERIOR
Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival 
Celebrate the ancient Chinese sport of dragon boat racing at the annual Lake Superior

Dragon Boat Festival. Held on the waterfront of Barker’s Island, the event is a flourish of

color, excitement and fun. As the starting gun fires, as many as 100 teams in 40-footlong

exotically decorated boats will paddle feverishly in time with the pounding of the

boat’s drummer toward the finish line. The public is welcome to take part in this free

event and enjoy food and live entertainment. 1-866-336-1107; http://www.lakesuperiordragons.com

AUGUST 27-29




GREEN BAY
Artstreet 

Artists from throughout the U.S. take to the streets of downtown Green Bay to celebrate

the many aspects of art at this free community event. A visual and performing arts

festival, fine arts fair, ethnic foods, entertainment, strolling performers and children’s

activities make this a fantastic family festival. 920-435-5220; http://www.artseventsinc.com

AUGUST 28-29




EAGLE RIVER
Eagle River Festival of Flavors 

Local and native Wisconsin food is the center of attention at this culinary event held in

the heart of Wisconsin's Northwoods. The event showcases local restaurants, food

purveyors, culinary artisans and artists using natural products from within the area and

throughout Wisconsin. Bring your appetite as plenty of food, cheese and wine tasting

are on the menu at this two-day event. 1-800-359-6315; www.eaglerivermainstreet.org

AUGUST 28 – 29
 MINERAL POINT-BLUE MOUNDS-MADISON Bike Races & Ride: Un-Named Epic Race 
and Ride the Drive with Lance
On Aug. 28 a spectacular 75 mile off-road race “The Un-named Epic” will bring up to 800 riders to a major national biking event starting in Mineral Point and running across steep, rugged terrain in Wisconsin’s Driftless Area to Blue Mounds. This area was included in the 2016 Chicago Olympic bid. On Sunday everyone is invited to Madison to  “Ride the Drive” (scenic John Nolan Drive along Lake Monona through downtown Madison) with Lance Armstrong.  “Epic” PH: (414) 431-0559 x16  www.UnnamedEpic.com;  “Ride”  PH: 608-266-6517- http://www.cityofmadison.com/transportation/ridethedrive/about.cfm 
SEPTEMBER  
SEPTEMBER 3-4





PRAIRIE DU SAC
Wisconsin State Cow Chip Throw 
Grab a chip and let ‘er fly!  The men’s record (Greg Neumaier,1991) is 248 ft. The women’s record  (Terry Wallschleger, 2005) is 157 ft. Music, concessions, 5K & 10K walk & run. Huge parade Saturday. Throw 2 chips for $3.00 (16 & over) or $1.00 for kids  PH:608-643-4317; http://www.wiscowchip.com

SEPTEMBER 3-4





 
SHEBOYGAN
Dairyland Surf Classic 

Surf City, here we come! Sheboygan, A.K.A. “Malibu of the Midwest,” has hosted freshwater surfing events for 22 years. Surfing competition is Saturday and Sunday mornings with music, food and family festivities all week. 1-800-689-0290; http://www.visitsheboygan.com
SEPTEMBER 9-11 





Madison

Sewing with Nancy & WPTV Quilt Expo 2010
Wisconsin Public Television and Nancy Zieman, host of Sewing With Nancy present the annual Quilt Expo with stage presentations, special evening events and a juried quilt contest. 9:00 a.m.to 6:00 p.m. daily,  Alliant Energy Center  - Madison,  tickets start at $7-advance $8.00 door; Two day -$12, Three Day-$15-Seminars $10,  PH 920-356-9506   http://wiquiltexpo.org
SEPTEMBER 10





MANITOWOC

MS Space Debris Pagent 
The competition will take place in the early-evening hours of Friday, September 10, and consist of four (4) parts total: an entrance parade, a Space-Age evening attire walk-off, a display of talent and a brief question-and-answer period. See August events for more details. PH: 920-242-3332
SEPTEMBER 10 -11






BAYFIELD

Lighthouse Keepers’ Reunion Day Celebration
Special Lighthouse Cruises and Tours of the Historic Apostle Islands Lighthouses. Board the ASHLAND BAY EXPRESS for the Devils Island Landing and climb the 82' tower to see the 3rd order Fresnel lens up close. Then join guest Keepers and other lighthouse enthusiasts for the Reunion Dinner at the Bayfield Waterfront Pavilion on the Bayfield City Dock. Enjoy a buffet dinner and this years presentation, "Lamps in the Wilderness, The Story of the Apostle Islands Lighthouses," by local writer and historian Bob Mackreth, who has over 30 years experience as a Park Ranger. *Door prizes for the lucky, and a free gift for everyone! *Sept. 10 *Devils Island Landing Departs 12:30 p.m. - Returns 5:00 p.m. *Dinner 7:00 p.m.*Keeper's Reunion Day Cruise & Dinner Package - Adult $64.95 - Child (6-12 yrs) $49.95 *Cruise Only - Adult $41.95 - Child (6-12 yrs) $24.95 *Dinner Only $29.95 Per Person PH:  800-779-4487  http://www.lighthousecelebration.com/ctt.htm 
SEPTEMBER 10-12





JEFFERSON

Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 

A showcase for Wisconsin’s sheep industry. Seventy-two classes offered, herding dog shows, sheep milking, sheep cheese, fiber arts, wool sales & auction. - Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, Wisconsin -  $5.00 daily, Weekend Pass $ 10.00  Free Parking-  Kid’s 8 & under free868-2505   www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com
SEPTEMBER 17-19






MONROE
Cheese Days
Held every two years, this amazing celebration features everything cheese and the rich Swiss heritage of Green County. Sample cheeses, hear Swiss Alphorns and bells, see a Swiss fashion show, join a cooking class,  watch the huge parade (Sunday at 12:30PM) What a great way to wrap up summer and get ready for the harvest season! PH:  608.325.7771 http://www.cheesedays.com/
SEPTEMBER 24-25





LAKE GENEVA

Classic Car Rally & Show
Open to all Classic Antique and Special Interest Autos, Owners, Drivers, and Riders. Events will begin Friday Night at Lake Geneva mix and mingle purchase poker hands. Saturday will begin with a car show by the lake in downtown Lake Geneva. Parade St. 11am.  PH: 262-245-4532 www.genevalakeclassiccar.com
FREE TRAVEL GUIDES: (updated5-10-10)
WISCONSIN DEPT. OF TOURISM

Free: 800-432-8747 (TRIP)   http://www.travelwisconsin.com/maps_guides.aspx

Wisconsin 2010 “Activity Guide”  Campground Directory, Lodging Directory, Highway Map 
Wisconsin 2010 Spring/Summer Events Guide 
OTHERS  IN WISCONSIN: (all free)
Calumet County Guide – PH: 920-849-1442 www.travelcalumet.com
Chippewa County Travel Guide – PH: 866-723-0331  www.ChippewaCounty.com
Door County Visitors Guide – PH: 800-527-3529 http://www.doorcounty.com/web/contact.asp 

Fox Cities Area Guide – 800-2236-6673  http://www.foxcities.org/visit-front.cfm 

Grant County Travel Guide – PH: 608-348-8888  www.Platteville.com
Green Bay Visitor’s Guide – 888-867-3342  www.GreenBay.com 

Green County Travel Guide – 888-222-9111 www.GreenCounty.com
Kenosha Area Visitors Guide – 800-654-7309  www.KenoshaCVB.com
Kewaunee County Guide – 800-290-4299  www.VisitKewauneeCounty.com 

Madison Area Visitor Guide -    PH: 800.373.6376    http://www.visitmadison.com
Mineral Point Travel Guide – PH: 888-764-6894  www.MineralPoint.com 

Minocqua Area Destination Guide – 800-44-NORTH  www.minocqua.org
Sauk Prairie Visitors Packet – PH: 800- 683-2453  http://www.saukprairie.com/visitorspacket.html 

St.Croix Valley & Polk County Guides (ask Sue for both) PH: 800-222-7655 www.VisitrSCF.com
Superior & Douglas Country Travel Guide   800-942-5313  www.VisitSuperior.com
OTHERS – NEIGHBORING STATES, REGIONAL, ETC
Lake Michigan Circle Tour and Lighthouse Map – PH: 1-800-442-2084 or at  www.WMTA.org 
West Michigan Travel Guide  616-245-2217 www.wmta.org/publications-24/
Winona, Minnesota Visitor Guide – PH: (800) 657-4972 www.VisitWinona.com
