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(As heard on PRI’s To the Best of Our Knowledge during its “Author, Author: Great Writers on Great Books” series)
THE MODERN CLASSIC
Ray Bradbury. “Dandelion Wine” (1957)

Ray Bradbury steps outside the arena of science fiction and writes an unabashed romantic love letter to his childhood. 

Robert Penn Warren. “All the King’s Men” (1946)

One of the best American political novels ever written. It portrays the life of the unscrupulous politician Willie Stark as told by a cynical employee of Willie’s. 

Vladimir Nabokov. “Lolita” (1955)

After 50 years, the narrator’s sexual obsession with a 12 year-old girl can still shock readers.

Mikael Niemi. “Popular Music from Vittula” (2003)

A tender coming-of-age story set above the Arctic Circle. It’s also the best-selling novel in Swedish history.

Khaled Hosseini. “The Kite Runner” (2003)

The first novel ever written in English by an Afghan writer. A story of childhood betrayal set against a backdrop of the Soviet invasion and the Taliban regime.

WRITING THE WORLD
Salman Rushdie. “The Satanic Verses” (1988)

A re-telling of the story of Muhammad. Ayatollah Khomeini, the Supreme Leader of Iran, issued a fatwa that called for the death of Rushdie after it was published.

Sherman Alexie. “Ten Little Indians” (2003)

A short-story collection about Native Americans who, like all Americans, find themselves at personal and cultural crossroads.

V.S. Naipaul. “A Bend in the River” (1979)

Winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize for Literature. “A Bend in the River” is a haunting novel about an Indian merchant in post-colonial Africa.

Orhan Pamuk. “Snow” (2004)

Winner of the 2006 Nobel Prize for Literature. “Snow” takes a powerful look beyond the tired arguments about why so many Turkish women cover their heads. 

Toni Morrison. “Love” (2003)

Winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize for Literature. “Love” is a multi-themed, multi-layered, multi-generational novel about the destructive power of love.

Alice Walker. “Absolute Trust in the Goodness of the Earth” (2003)

A collection of poetry written after the events of 9/11. These are poems as much about hope as about war.




PULP FICTION
Charles Bukowski. “Factotum” (1975)

Turned into a 2006 film starring Matt Dillon, it’s the story of a writer who lets alcohol and women sidetrack and seduce him, rather than inspire greatness.

Laurence Sterne. “The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman” (1759)

Replete with bawdy humor, it has come to be seen as one of the greatest comic novels, as well as a forerunner of today’s postmodern fiction.

Chris Ware. “Jimmy Corrigan, The Smartest Kid on Earth” (2000)

This widely acclaimed book reshaped the graphic novel. Many pages are devoid of text, and some contain complex iconic diagrams.

Nelson Algren. “The Man With the Golden Arm” (1949)

The life of "Frankie the Machine", a card-dealer and morphine junky In Chicago. Also a 1955 movie starring Kim Novak and Frank Sinatra.

James Cain. “The Postman Always Rings Twice” (1934)

One of the most important crime novels of the 20th century., The novel's mix of sexuality and violence was startling for its time. Turned into a classic 1946 film.

YOUNG ADULT
Eoin Colfer. “Artemis Fowl” (2002)

12-year-old Artemis Fowl hatches a cunning plot to divest the fairyfolk of their pot of gold. Eoin Colfer says “Artemis Fowl” is "Die Hard with fairies."

L. Frank Baum. “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz” (1900)

A true classic of children’s literature. Follow Dorothy and her dog, Toto, in a strange land called Oz.

Philip Pulman. “The Golden Compass (His Dark Materials, Book 1)” (1996)

11-year-old Lyra goes on a quest to the top of the world to rescue her kidnapped playmate Roger. A dark, futuristic adventure of witches, armored polar bears and a Texan balloonist.

J.M. Barrie. “Peter Pan” (1911)

There is always an adventure to be had in Neverland - “second to the right and straight on till morning!” But beware of Captain Hook! The book is much darker than the Disney movie versions.

Katherine Paterson. “Bridge to Terabithia” (1977)

Because of the content of this children’s novel (death being a central part of the plot), it has been the frequent target of censors. Disney made this into a 2007 film.
